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* * * * %

MR, BUTSW NKAS: Good afternoon. It's truly
an honor to be here. And, Frank, thank you for the
graci ous introduction. El even nonths ago at 6:30 in the
norni ng the day before I was scheduled to | eave on a
week-1ong vacation in the Cari bbean with ny wife and
four friends fromlaw school, | exchanged emails with
t he managi ng partner of Perkins Coie. That's an
Anerican law firmbased in Seattle with offices around
the world and about 1,200 |awers. The night before,
Perkins Coie had been the first law firmtargeted by the
adm ni stration with an executive order which barred its
| awyers fromentering courthouses and federal buil dings,
prohibited themfromentering into governnent contracts
whil e representing conpani es that had gover nnent
contracts or from having national security cl earances.
Essentially an order attenpting to cease its ability to
function as a law firm

The order was w thout notice or process. It
was sweepi ng and unprecedented. Years of public
statenents docunented that the executive order was not
t he product of national security concerns or other
| egi ti mate governnent interests, but rather the
adm ni stration's long-held aninosity against the firm

for the clients it chose to represent, for the positions
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its | awyers advanced in courts around the country, and
for a failed lawsuit the President had filed against the
firms |lawers. The first law firmthat Perkins Coie
approached declined the representation. And that
norni ng word percol ated around ny firmthat we had been
asked to consider taking the case. And as | said to the
managi ng partner at Perkins Coie, we have an executive
commttee at our firm which I'mon, and we have a
process. But if we don't take this case, our founding
partners would be rolling over in their graves.

By the tinme our executive conmttee |ater
t hat norning began to consider whether to take the case,
t he decision had all but been nade. A nearly unani nous
chorus fromny partners witing to our commttee to
voi ce their support for taking the case and descri bi ng
it as a historical inperative for our law firmand for
the rule of law. Qur executive commttee deliberations
had been superseded by the best partners you can have.
And by 2:00 o' clock that day we began our work. Nearly
hal f of our firms 350 | awyers volunteered to work on
this matter. But 13 partners and 13 associ ates, both
Denocrats and Republicans, set aside their personal,
famly, and professional conmtnents. And in just over
72 hours, | witnessed sone of the finest |egal work I've

ever been involved in ny 36 years with the Bar.
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By Tuesday, three days later, we nade a
massive filing for a tenporary restraining order against
the adm nistration and every departnent of the United
States governnent. Qur conplaint, which was witten by
far better witers than nme, described our clains this
way: Because the order in effect adjudicates and
puni shes al |l eged m sconduct by Perkins Coie, it is an
unconstitutional violation of the separation of power.
Because it does so without notice and an opportunity to
be heard and because it punishes the entire firmfor the
purported m sconduct of a handful of |awers who are not
even enpl oyees of the firm it is an unconstitutiona
vi ol ati on of procedural due process and of the
substantive due process right to practice one's
prof essional livelihood. Because the order singles out
Perkins Coie, it denies the firmthe equal protection of
the | aw guaranteed by the due process cl ause of the
Fifth Arendnent. Because the order punishes the firm
for the clients wwth which it has been associ ated and
the |l egal positions it has taken on issues related to
el ection law, the order constitutes retaliatory
vi ewpoi nt discrimnation and therefore violates the
First Amendnent rights of free expression, free
association, and the right to petition the governnent

for redress. Because the order conpels disclosure of
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confidential information revealing the firms
relationships with its clients, it violates the First
Amendnment. Because the order works to brand Perkins
Coi e as persona non grata and bar it from federal
buil di ngs, deny its ability to conmunicate with federal
enpl oyees, and term nate the governnent contracts of its
clients, the order violates the right of counsel
afforded by the Fifth and Si xth Anendnents.

Acconpanyi ng our conpl aint were our notion
and nmenorandum i n support of a tenporary restraining
order, a detailed factual declaration substantiating
that irreparable injury would occur absent an injunctive
relief, three declarations fromexperts, one froma
| eadi ng schol ar on legal ethics, one froma renowned
expert in national security, and one froma forner
presi dent of the Anmerican Bar Association. All tota
nearly 200 pages of pleadings. As remarkable as |
t hought that was, Judge Beryl Howell, the former chief
judge of the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia, was even nore remarkable. 1In |ess
than 48 hours, with only her clerks to help, she had
mastered the subm ssion and the body of case |law, called
us in for a lengthy hearing, showed why she is so
revered as a jurist -- and | so greatly appreciate the

judges that are here today -- and she issued an
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I mredi ate TRO barring the enforcenent of the executive
order. 90 days |ater after an expedited di scovery
period and another round of extensive briefing,
Judge Howel |l granted summary judgnent and pernmanently
enj oi ned the enforcenent of the executive order. In her
102- page opinion, she wote, quote:

"The inportance of independent |awers to
ensuring the Anerican judicial systems fair and
I npartial admnistration of justice has been recogni zed
in this country since its founding era. The instant
case presents an unprecedented attack on these
foundational principles. On March 6th, 2025, the
Presi dent issued the executive order 14230. And by its
ternms the order stigmatizes partners and penalizes a
particular firmand its enployees fromits partners to
Its associates to its secretaries to its mail room
attendants due to the firms representation both in the
past and currently of clients pursuing clains and taking

positions with which the current President disagrees, as

well as the firms own speech. 1In a cringeworthy tw st
on the theatrical phrase, 'Let's kill all the | awers,"
t he executive order takes the approach of let's kill the

| awyers | don't |ike, sending the clear nessage | awers
must stick to the party line or else.”

Wth our case as a blueprint in their
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arsenals, three other nationally respected law firns
chal | enged their own executive orders and secured
per manent injunctions fromthree different judges on the
same court. The judges, two Republican appoi ntees and
two Denocrat appointees. And these cases are presently
on appeal .

Qut side the Constitutional Convention in
Phi | adel phia in 1787, Benjam n Franklin was asked,
"Well, Doctor, what do we have? A republic or a
nonarch?" Wthout mssing a beat, Franklin responded,
"Arepublic, if you can keep it." And that was a tinely
rem nder of the fragility inherent in the systemthe
Foundi ng Fathers designed for us. W are at a uniquely
good juncture to tal k about the independence of the
American |l awer, a topic so critical to our republic,
our denocracy, and our system

Its inportance undoubtedly noved Chester
Bedel |, as Frank alluded to, to steer every speech back
to this inportant topic. He was quoted as saying, "I
only have one speech. Wen | have an opportunity every
time to speak to a group of lawers, | inevitably say
that the preservation of the independence of the Bar is
essential to the preservation of all of our freedons."

| do want to enphasize that this address is

not a political speech. |1t's neither Republican nor
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Denocrat. If anything, it's both. |It's about
preserving the infrastructure, the systemthat sustains
our freedons, our denocratic way of life, our republic.
And how do we as | awyers, especially trial |awers, fit
into that? My partner and nentor Brendan Sullivan
summari zed it best when he gave this very address 35
years ago. Here's what he said: "Qur systemis the best
and fairest systemin the world. And of course we as
| awyers are nore than just an inportant part of the
systent we are the system™

Wth that proposition in mnd, |I'd ask you
to allow ne just three points. First, you joined an
extraordinarily inportant profession. Many noted and
acconpl i shed | awers preceded ne in this address.
Esteened judges fromthe federal and state courts around
the country, the nation's top trial |awers, senior
officials at the Departnent of Justice, a forner
solicitor general, presidents of the American Bar
Associ ation, the director of the NAACP Legal Defense and
Education Fund, |aw professors, anbassadors. And each
in their own words captured the sane point, they al
underscored the inportant -- yes, in ny view,
I ndi spensable role -- that we as |awers play to
protect, to sturdy, and to defend the infrastructure

t hat makes our denobcracy what it is.
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As | awers we performtwo critical
functions. First, we protect the rule of law -- the
foundational principle that no one is above the |aw,
that the law will be applied equally and fairly to
everyone, and that private citizens and governnent
officials will be held equally accountable. As
John Adans stated many tines, "W are a governnent of
| aws, not of nmen." "In Anerica,"” as Thomas Pai ne said
in 1776, "The lawis king." As |lawers, again --
especially trial |lawers -- we are what
Rut h Bader G nsburg described as "the foot soldiers of
the Constitution.” Lawers protect the rule of |aw,
they act as a check on the excesses of governnent, and
during their day jobs, ensure that justice is the rule,
not sone outdated theoretical aspiration. At the heart
of these roles is today's topic, the independence of the
Anmerican | awer, an unfettered readiness to take on
unpopul ar clients and causes, an unrestrained
wi | lingness to challenge the transgressions of
governnent, and an unrestricted ability to guard and
pronote the rule of law, all wthout fear of
retaliation, reprisal, or retribution.

And we as | awers play a second al so
critical role as statesnen and stateswonen. You have

joined and are part of an esteened group. Lawers were
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the architects of our republic, the |l ead negotiators to
end gl obal conflicts, and the engi neers of soci al
progress over the 250 years of our denocracy. Just to
nanme a few. 56 signatories of the Declaration of

| ndependence were | awers. 35 of the 55 delegates to
the Constitutional Convention were |awers. 35 of the
39 signatories of the Constitution were | awers. 26 of
our Anerican presidents have been | awyers.

Presi dent Lincoln and Senator Trunbull, both
| awyers, led ratification of the Thirteenth Amendnent
abol i shing slavery. Lawers were the driving forces
behi nd reconstruction after the Cvil War; the driving
force of early 20th century advances in | abor | aws,
wor kpl ace safety, housing and food quality; the efforts
to end racial segregation in the md-20th century; and
| aws to ensure equal protection and due process in our
personal lives and in our jobs. Lawers wote the 9/11
Conmi ssion Report and the January 6th Report.

Lawers negotiated the Treaty of Paris,
endi ng the Revolutionary War; the Treaty of Versailles,
ending Wrld War |; the 1947 Paris Peace Treaties ending
Wrld War Il1; and the end of the Iranian hostage crisis
in 1979. Lawers have been responsible for securing
protective patents for every invention fromthe airplane

to the i Phone. And | awyers brought you the novie
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Legal | y Bl onde.
(Laughter.)

MR, BUTSW NKAS: Lawyers did not [and on the
noon; they were busy here. But a lawer did wite
Presi dent Kennedy's speech promsing to | and an
astronaut on the noon. The w de reach, the unparalleled
signi ficance, and the enduring inpact of |awers -- a
nobl e profession that cones wth great responsibility.

Second, be inspired by the practitioners who
preceded you. History teaches, it guides, it inspires.
We strive not to repeat our m stakes, and we do our
| evel best to replicate our successes. The |essons from
the past shine a light on the path forward. Let history
continue to ignite your passion for the principles of
our profession.

Here are a few qualities that have stood out
in history. First, courageously standing up to the
governnment: the John Peter Zenger trial way back in
1735. John Peter Zenger was tried for seditious |ibel
in New York in 1735. Governor WIIliam Cosby of New York
was a spiteful, nmean-spirited, quick-tenpered tyrant.
Among ot her things, he fired the chief justice of New
York for deciding a lawsuit against him he attenpted to
rig elections, and he accepted questi onabl e honorari uns.

After Zenger printed editorials that exposed
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Cosby' s abuses of power, Zenger was arrested and spent
eight nonths in jail awaiting trial. Hs first two
| awyers were disbarred for criticizing Cosby's
handpi cked judge for the case. Andrew Ham |ton, one of
Phi | adel phia's npbst successful | awers, agreed to take
the case. And in a passionate and el oquent cl osing
argunent to the jury and at substantial risk to hinself,
Ham | ton di sregarded the judge's instructions and argued
that truth is an absolute defense and that the
consequences of the case could seal the fate of free
expression in Anmerica, especially free expression that
exposes the m suse of governnental power.

Despite the governor's efforts, against
enor nous odds and at substantial risk to hinself,
Ham | ton won an acquittal for M. Zenger. And thanks to
M. Zenger's wife Anna, the journal only m ssed one day
of printing. Sone years |ater, Governor Mirris, a
Foundi ng Father and a principal drafter of the
Constitution, captured the inportance of this case when
he wote, "The trial of Zenger in 1735 was the germ of
American freedom the Morningstar of that |iberty which
subsequently revol utioni zed Anerica."

The United States vs. Senator Stevens.
Lawers nust be unflinching in their willingness to

chal | enge the governnment. M partner Brendan Sullivan's
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defense of Ted Stevens is one of the nost inspiring
exanples of this quality in the 60 years of ny law firm
I n Oct ober 2008, Senator Stevens was convicted on seven
felony accounts arising fromhis alleged failure to
report gifts he received related to renovations of his
Al aska honme. But that was not the |ast word, not even
cl ose. Brendan and his team proved to the Attorney
General the key Brady material, exculpatory information
relating to the governnent's single key w tness, had
been deliberately withheld, and further that a pattern
of intentional prosecutorial m sconduct prevented
Senator Stevens fromreceiving a fair trial.

Brendan and his team asked the court to
dismss the case with prejudice so that there could be
no retrial. Attorney General Eric Hol der asked the
trial judge as well to void the conviction. Recognizing
the inmportance of the rule of Iaw and the constitutional
obligations the governnment owes to crimnal defendants,
Judge Sullivan threw out the conviction, dismssed the
case with prejudice, and ordered an i ndependent
i nvestigation of the Justice Departnent's handling of
the case. Judge Sullivan called the prosecutor's
conduct, quote, "Unprecedented m ssteps in a feverish
quest to secure the senator's conviction."™ In his

rebuke of the governnment, he declared, "In nearly 25
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years on the bench, | have never seen anything
approachi ng the m shandling and m sconduct | have seen
in this case.”" The Stevens case led to substantial and
| nportant discovery reforns in federal crimna
prosecutions, and the case underscores the inportance of
cour ageous and the unyi el di ng i ndependence of counsel.

St andi ng up for the unpopular client for
cause: the Boston Massacre case, one of ny favorite
anecdotes in history. On March 5th, 1770, a crowd of
several hundred nen assaulted eight British soldiers
wi th snowballs, ice, and stones. One soldier fell to
the ground and was pelted again as he got up. Wthout
an order to do so, the soldiers opened fire, killing
five men. Panphlets circulated, telling the story of
how the British soldiers had massacred i nnocent
civilians.

The captain overseeing the soldiers and the
soldiers were all charged with nurder. Mst | awers
refused to take the case, but John Adans agreed to take
the case. He opposed the British occupation of the
col onies, but he had a strong belief that all accused
have a right to counsel and a fair trial, no matter how
hei nous the crinme or publicly nmaligned the defendant.
Col oni sts taunted Adans, they threw nud at himand threw

stones through his windows. The Sons of Liberty tried
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to convince himto w thdraw.

At trial, Adans argued that the defendants
are presuned i nnocent and that the soldiers had been
provoked by an angry attacking nob. The captain was
acquitted, six of the eight soldiers were al so
acquitted, and the two remai ning were convicted of a
m nor charge. There were angry public reactions, but no
riots. Adans |ost half of his legal practice. But
Adans went on to play a leading role in the Second
Conti nental Congress and serve as our second president.
Looki ng back on his life, Adanms wote that his defense
of the British soldiers was, quote, "One of the nost
gallant, disinterested actions in ny whole life, and one
of the best pieces of service | ever rendered ny
country," end quote.

Judge J. Waties Waring and
Thurgood Marshall. The | aw can nake for strange
bedfell ows. Two years ago in this sane address, the
Honor abl e Judge MIton H rsch of the El eventh Judi ci al
Circuit of Florida highlighted this historical exanple,
which really noved nme, about judicial independence.
Borrowing liberally fromJudge MIton, it goes like
this: In 1947, in an effort to dodge pronouncenents in
two recent voting rights cases, the South Carolina

| egi sl ature purported to convert the South Carolina
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Denocratic Party into a "private club" so that it could
preclude black citizens fromregistering and voti ng.
The proclamati on which the governor used to
call for a special section of the |egislature announced
t he purpose as follows, quote, "Hi story has taught us
that we nust keep our white Denocratic primaries pure
and unadulterated so that we mi ght protect the welfare
and hones of all the people of our state. W South
Carolinians will use the necessary nethods to retain
white supremacy in our primaries and to safeguard the
honmes and happi ness of our people,” end quote.
Judge J. Waties Waring issued an order holding that,
guote, "Racial distinctions cannot exist in the
machi nery that selects officers and | awmakers of the
United States." The governor's response to that was to
pronpt special requirenents for black citizens to
regi ster to vote, and one of themwas a pledge "to
soci al and educational separation of the races.” On the
eve of primary el ections, Judge Waring issued anot her
order directing the South Carolina Denocratic Party to
regi ster black voters using the sanme criteria as for
white voters. He threatened contenpt and sanctions for
anyone who did not conply and sat in his enpty courtroom
all day long during the primary into the |ate evening

awai ting the violations. No one showed and 30, 000 bl ack
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voters regi stered and voted, which was an increase of
30,000 voters fromthe prior primary.

The Warings were the target of profound
outrage. Judge Waring was expelled fromlocal clubs,
stores refused to wait on the Warings, the Wari ngs had
to change their phone nunber. And one night a brick was
t hrown through a wi ndow at their house, barely m ssing
the judge and his wife. A local newspaper reported that
event this way, quote, "W see by the Charl eston papers
t hat sonebody hurled a few chunks of concrete through a
wi ndow and door at the residence of Federal Judge
J. Waties Waring. Unfortunately the judge was not hit,"
end quot e.

Judge Waring's unwavering judici al
| ndependence and his courageous respect for the |aw
changed history at a great personal sacrifice to hinself
and to his famly. But he wasn't done. A nonth after
the brick was tossed through his wi ndow, the NAACP fil ed
a lawsuit challenging the segregation of schools in
Cl arendon County, South Carolina. The schools for bl ack
children there were literally wooden shacks falling to
the ground without toilets or running water.

The great Thurgood Marshal |l appeared on
behal f of the NAACP. But the conplaint was uncl ear as

to whether it was seeking to desegregate schools or
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equal i ze separate schools. Judge Waring dism ssed the
conplaint without prejudice, granting | eave to repl ead
only for the express purpose, if they chose to, of
chal l enging the constitutionality of segregation.
Judge Waring had franed the issue in a way that changed
hi story. Because the new conpl ai nt that
Thurgood Marshall filed attacked a state statute, the
case was heard by a three-judge panel which included
Judge Wari ng.

In a 2-1 decision, the court upheld
segregation. But it was Judge Waring's 20-page dissent
whi ch argued that, quote, "Segregation is per se

i nequality,” that was adopted in the Suprenme Court's
unani nous decision in Brown vs. The Board of Educati on.
And Brown was of course argued in the Suprene Court by
Thurgood Marshall who even nore so than Waring literally
risked his life fighting for equal protection under the
law. 32 visits to the Suprene Court and 29 wins. Like
Wari ng, courageous, independent, and unwavering. And
persevering for social progress, |ike nmy next exanple,
Rut h Bader G nsburg.

Progress is usually a marathon, not a
sprint. Before her appointnent to the bench,

Rut h Bader G nsburg | ed the crusade agai nst gender

di scrim nati on, against generations of opposition. She
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did it as she said, quote, "Brick by brick." After
graduating at the top of her class at Col unbia Law
School in 1959, she faced direct gender discrimnation
with firns explicitly refusing to hire her because she
was a woman and a handful of firnms offering her a job as
a legal secretary. So she paved her own way, founding
the ACLU s Wnen's Rights Project. And in the first two
years of that project, she oversaw over 300 gender
di scrim nation cases.

Bet ween 1973 and 1976, she argued si x
| andmar k cases before the Suprene Court, w nning five of
them She was a trail blazer for wonen | awyers and an
inspiration to all lawers. One of history's best
exanpl es of the power of an independent |awyer.

Standing up for the rule of law the
Attorney General Elliot R chardson. |In October 1973,
Wat er gat e speci al prosecutor Archi bald Cox subpoenaed
President Nixon's Oval Ofice tape recordings.
Everybody is famliar with the case. N xon refused to
produce them N xon instructed his Republican-appointed
Attorney General Elliot R chardson to fire the speci al
prosecutor. Richardson refused the order and resigned.

The next in line was Deputy Attorney General
W Il iam Ruckel shaus, al so a Republican N xon appoi nt ee.

Ruckel shaus al so refused the order and resigned his
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post. Richards and Ruckel shaus's resignati on showed
courageous devotion to the truth and to the rule of |aw
and an i nportant nodern-day exanple of |lawers in public
service declaring the Departnment of Justice an
institution of aw and not a political functionary.
Fiercely independent |awers with the utnost respect for
the rule of |aw

And finally unwavering commtnent to
justice: Charles "Chester" Bedell. The Anerican Bar
Associ ation called Chester Bedell, quote, "The lawer in
the United States who for nore than 50 years epitom zed
the best of the Anerican trial lawer." Now 45 years

| ater after he's passed away and after 54 years of

practice, the superlatives still ring out: "Florida's
best trial |awer," "gracious," "self-effacing," "highly
ethical," "a heightened sense of professionalism" the

| i st goes on.

As Frank nentioned, he passed the bar at age
20 without either a college degree or a | aw degree. He
enlisted in Wrld War 1l, as did his brothers. And his
results at trial over half a century are second to none.
One exanpl e epitom zes his inspiring passion of ensuring
justice would be served for his clients. Early in his
career, if not his first case one of his very first

cases, he was assigned to represent a young nman naned

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800




© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

Page 21

Preston Gale. M. Gale was charged with nurdering his
father. H's father had been seriously abusing his
not her, and there was little doubt that M. Gale had
killed his father.

But M. Bedell won an acquittal for
M. Gale, a spectacular result in very difficult
ci rcunstances, but it was the right result. And | could
stop there and punctuate the story with M. Bedell's

commtnent to justice, but that's not the whole story.

The first trial ended in a mstrial. The second tri al
ended in a mstrial. The third trial ended in a
mstrial. And no one thought there would be a fourth

trial, but there was. And that's where he won his
acquittal.

He punctuated his own story by winning a
conplete acquittal, which leads nme to ny third and fi nal
point, and one that M. Bedell believed in deeply: Each
of you matters. \Wen the Honorable WIIiam Sessions,
Presi dent Reagan's appoi nted director of the FBI, gave
this address in 1994, he started with the foll ow ng.
Quote, "Wthout the rule of Iaw which we all cheri sh,
| i berty and i ndependence woul d al nost certainly be | ost.
Anerica's | awers and judges hold the crucible in which
the rule of lawis held. The preservation of both is a

responsibility which the profession and each of its
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menbers nust shoul der with an understanding of its
critical inportance to the world."

To ne, it's not hyperbole, it's not
theoretical, it's a higher calling. W've all arrived
here on different paths, whether you're the first in
your famly to graduate fromcollege or the next in a
generation of |lawers in your famly, or, |ike nost of
us, sonmewhere in between. And we all choose our paths.
Public service, private law firnms, nonprofits,
conpanies, plaintiff's | awers, prosecutors, civil and
crimnal defense |awers. And | applaud all of your
choi ces.

But renmenber al so your higher calling, your
hei ght ened responsi bility as guardi ans of our republic,
as protectors of the rule of law, as statesnen and wonen
steering our country in the right direction.

Thomas Jefferson wote, "The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance.” Your neaningful contribution, your

vi gi l ance can take many forns: the unyielding
representation of clients, |ike Chester Bedell;
courageously standing up to the governnent, |ike
Brendan Sullivan; fighting for equal protection under
the law, |ike Justice G nsburg and Thurgood Marshall
protecting our fundanmental rights -- |like free speech

and free press -- like Andrew Ham | ton; or stepping
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forward to represent unpopular clients or causes, |ike
John Adans.

And don't forget your role as statesnen and
stat eswonen, whether it's serving on a |ocal schoo
board, on a bar association commttee, teaching civics
at the local high school, or getting involved in |ocal
governnent. Wite, speak, nentor, |ead by exanple. And
nost of all, let your voice be heard, no matter what
side of the aisle you sit on. Collectively, acts that
may seem snall add up to an immense sum A sumthat has
sust ai ned denocracy for 250 years.

And meke no m stake about it, it may not
al ways be the | ess arduous course. As Perkins Coie
stood up for the rule of law, six other law firns
surrendered their storied histories in the nane of
econom cs and practicality, promsing $100 mllion in
free legal services to steer clear of their own
executive order. The largest law firns in the world,

m nd you, with both the talent and resources to stand up
as "foot soldiers of the Constitution."”

And nmeanwhile while that was going on, a
massi ve col l ection of |awers chose "eternal vigilance"
and sonet hi ng bi gger than thensel ves, each signing
amcus briefs in the Perkins Coie case, all arguing

that, "The rule of Iaw hangs in the balance.” That
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group included: 504 law firns, including 334 solo
practitioners and smaller firns; 346 forner judges; 363
| aw professors; 27 former senior governnent officials;
67 current general counsels of conpanies; 16 bar

associ ations; 20 states; the NAACP; the ACLU; the
Lawers Defendi ng Denocracy; the Lawers' Conmittee for
Cvil R ghts; the National Association of Crim nal

Def ense Lawyers; the International Association of Trial
Lawyers; and 17 forner District of Colunbia Bar

Presi dents. They answered the profession's higher
cal l'i ng.

It has been an honor, Frank, to neet you and
| earn about your grandfather and to share this tine with
you. W sit here al nbost exactly 250 years after the
Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of
| ndependence. | nmet a nunber of you and as | | ook out
over this room | amfilled with optimsm | believe
t hat our republic has a bright future because of the
contributions that you make and will nmake. And for that
| thank you in advance. You got here in the nick of
time. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
(Concluded at 1:12 PM)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF HI LLSBOROUGH

I, Andrea Oxendi ne, Florida Professional Reporter,
do hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
report the foregoing proceedings; and the foregoing
transcript, pages 02 through 24, is a true and conpl ete
record of my stenographic notes.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties
attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor am
| financially interested in the action.

DATED this 24th day of February, 2026.

Omblas, Gferdlire.

Andrea Oxendi ne, Florida Professional Reporter
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