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1                         * * * * *

2             MR. BUTSWINKAS:  Good afternoon.  It's truly

3 an honor to be here.  And, Frank, thank you for the

4 gracious introduction.  Eleven months ago at 6:30 in the

5 morning the day before I was scheduled to leave on a

6 week-long vacation in the Caribbean with my wife and

7 four friends from law school, I exchanged emails with

8 the managing partner of Perkins Coie.  That's an

9 American law firm based in Seattle with offices around

10 the world and about 1,200 lawyers.  The night before,

11 Perkins Coie had been the first law firm targeted by the

12 administration with an executive order which barred its

13 lawyers from entering courthouses and federal buildings,

14 prohibited them from entering into government contracts

15 while representing companies that had government

16 contracts or from having national security clearances.

17 Essentially an order attempting to cease its ability to

18 function as a law firm.

19             The order was without notice or process.  It

20 was sweeping and unprecedented.  Years of public

21 statements documented that the executive order was not

22 the product of national security concerns or other

23 legitimate government interests, but rather the

24 administration's long-held animosity against the firm

25 for the clients it chose to represent, for the positions
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1 its lawyers advanced in courts around the country, and

2 for a failed lawsuit the President had filed against the

3 firm's lawyers.  The first law firm that Perkins Coie

4 approached declined the representation.  And that

5 morning word percolated around my firm that we had been

6 asked to consider taking the case.  And as I said to the

7 managing partner at Perkins Coie, we have an executive

8 committee at our firm, which I'm on, and we have a

9 process.  But if we don't take this case, our founding

10 partners would be rolling over in their graves.

11             By the time our executive committee later

12 that morning began to consider whether to take the case,

13 the decision had all but been made.  A nearly unanimous

14 chorus from my partners writing to our committee to

15 voice their support for taking the case and describing

16 it as a historical imperative for our law firm and for

17 the rule of law.  Our executive committee deliberations

18 had been superseded by the best partners you can have.

19 And by 2:00 o'clock that day we began our work.  Nearly

20 half of our firm's 350 lawyers volunteered to work on

21 this matter.  But 13 partners and 13 associates, both

22 Democrats and Republicans, set aside their personal,

23 family, and professional commitments.  And in just over

24 72 hours, I witnessed some of the finest legal work I've

25 ever been involved in my 36 years with the Bar.
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1             By Tuesday, three days later, we made a

2 massive filing for a temporary restraining order against

3 the administration and every department of the United

4 States government.  Our complaint, which was written by

5 far better writers than me, described our claims this

6 way: Because the order in effect adjudicates and

7 punishes alleged misconduct by Perkins Coie, it is an

8 unconstitutional violation of the separation of power.

9 Because it does so without notice and an opportunity to

10 be heard and because it punishes the entire firm for the

11 purported misconduct of a handful of lawyers who are not

12 even employees of the firm, it is an unconstitutional

13 violation of procedural due process and of the

14 substantive due process right to practice one's

15 professional livelihood.  Because the order singles out

16 Perkins Coie, it denies the firm the equal protection of

17 the law guaranteed by the due process clause of the

18 Fifth Amendment.  Because the order punishes the firm

19 for the clients with which it has been associated and

20 the legal positions it has taken on issues related to

21 election law, the order constitutes retaliatory

22 viewpoint discrimination and therefore violates the

23 First Amendment rights of free expression, free

24 association, and the right to petition the government

25 for redress.  Because the order compels disclosure of
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1 confidential information revealing the firm's

2 relationships with its clients, it violates the First

3 Amendment.  Because the order works to brand Perkins

4 Coie as persona non grata and bar it from federal

5 buildings, deny its ability to communicate with federal

6 employees, and terminate the government contracts of its

7 clients, the order violates the right of counsel

8 afforded by the Fifth and Sixth Amendments.

9             Accompanying our complaint were our motion

10 and memorandum in support of a temporary restraining

11 order, a detailed factual declaration substantiating

12 that irreparable injury would occur absent an injunctive

13 relief, three declarations from experts, one from a

14 leading scholar on legal ethics, one from a renowned

15 expert in national security, and one from a former

16 president of the American Bar Association.  All total

17 nearly 200 pages of pleadings.  As remarkable as I

18 thought that was, Judge Beryl Howell, the former chief

19 judge of the United States District Court for the

20 District of Columbia, was even more remarkable.  In less

21 than 48 hours, with only her clerks to help, she had

22 mastered the submission and the body of case law, called

23 us in for a lengthy hearing, showed why she is so

24 revered as a jurist -- and I so greatly appreciate the

25 judges that are here today -- and she issued an

Page 5

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



1 immediate TRO barring the enforcement of the executive

2 order.  90 days later after an expedited discovery

3 period and another round of extensive briefing,

4 Judge Howell granted summary judgment and permanently

5 enjoined the enforcement of the executive order.  In her

6 102-page opinion, she wrote, quote:

7             "The importance of independent lawyers to

8 ensuring the American judicial system's fair and

9 impartial administration of justice has been recognized

10 in this country since its founding era.  The instant

11 case presents an unprecedented attack on these

12 foundational principles.  On March 6th, 2025, the

13 President issued the executive order 14230.  And by its

14 terms the order stigmatizes partners and penalizes a

15 particular firm and its employees from its partners to

16 its associates to its secretaries to its mail room

17 attendants due to the firm's representation both in the

18 past and currently of clients pursuing claims and taking

19 positions with which the current President disagrees, as

20 well as the firm's own speech.  In a cringeworthy twist

21 on the theatrical phrase, 'Let's kill all the lawyers,'

22 the executive order takes the approach of let's kill the

23 lawyers I don't like, sending the clear message lawyers

24 must stick to the party line or else."

25             With our case as a blueprint in their
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1 arsenals, three other nationally respected law firms

2 challenged their own executive orders and secured

3 permanent injunctions from three different judges on the

4 same court.  The judges, two Republican appointees and

5 two Democrat appointees.  And these cases are presently

6 on appeal.

7             Outside the Constitutional Convention in

8 Philadelphia in 1787, Benjamin Franklin was asked,

9 "Well, Doctor, what do we have?  A republic or a

10 monarch?"  Without missing a beat, Franklin responded,

11 "A republic, if you can keep it."  And that was a timely

12 reminder of the fragility inherent in the system the

13 Founding Fathers designed for us.  We are at a uniquely

14 good juncture to talk about the independence of the

15 American lawyer, a topic so critical to our republic,

16 our democracy, and our system.

17             Its importance undoubtedly moved Chester

18 Bedell, as Frank alluded to, to steer every speech back

19 to this important topic.  He was quoted as saying, "I

20 only have one speech.  When I have an opportunity every

21 time to speak to a group of lawyers, I inevitably say

22 that the preservation of the independence of the Bar is

23 essential to the preservation of all of our freedoms."

24             I do want to emphasize that this address is

25 not a political speech.  It's neither Republican nor
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1 Democrat.  If anything, it's both.  It's about

2 preserving the infrastructure, the system that sustains

3 our freedoms, our democratic way of life, our republic.

4 And how do we as lawyers, especially trial lawyers, fit

5 into that?  My partner and mentor Brendan Sullivan

6 summarized it best when he gave this very address 35

7 years ago.  Here's what he said: "Our system is the best

8 and fairest system in the world.  And of course we as

9 lawyers are more than just an important part of the

10 system; we are the system."

11             With that proposition in mind, I'd ask you

12 to allow me just three points.  First, you joined an

13 extraordinarily important profession.  Many noted and

14 accomplished lawyers preceded me in this address.

15 Esteemed judges from the federal and state courts around

16 the country, the nation's top trial lawyers, senior

17 officials at the Department of Justice, a former

18 solicitor general, presidents of the American Bar

19 Association, the director of the NAACP Legal Defense and

20 Education Fund, law professors, ambassadors.  And each

21 in their own words captured the same point, they all

22 underscored the important -- yes, in my view,

23 indispensable role -- that we as lawyers play to

24 protect, to sturdy, and to defend the infrastructure

25 that makes our democracy what it is.
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1             As lawyers we perform two critical

2 functions.  First, we protect the rule of law -- the

3 foundational principle that no one is above the law,

4 that the law will be applied equally and fairly to

5 everyone, and that private citizens and government

6 officials will be held equally accountable.  As

7 John Adams stated many times, "We are a government of

8 laws, not of men."  "In America," as Thomas Paine said

9 in 1776, "The law is king."  As lawyers, again --

10 especially trial lawyers -- we are what

11 Ruth Bader Ginsburg described as "the foot soldiers of

12 the Constitution."  Lawyers protect the rule of law,

13 they act as a check on the excesses of government, and

14 during their day jobs, ensure that justice is the rule,

15 not some outdated theoretical aspiration.  At the heart

16 of these roles is today's topic, the independence of the

17 American lawyer, an unfettered readiness to take on

18 unpopular clients and causes, an unrestrained

19 willingness to challenge the transgressions of

20 government, and an unrestricted ability to guard and

21 promote the rule of law, all without fear of

22 retaliation, reprisal, or retribution.

23             And we as lawyers play a second also

24 critical role as statesmen and stateswomen.  You have

25 joined and are part of an esteemed group.  Lawyers were
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1 the architects of our republic, the lead negotiators to

2 end global conflicts, and the engineers of social

3 progress over the 250 years of our democracy.  Just to

4 name a few: 56 signatories of the Declaration of

5 Independence were lawyers.  35 of the 55 delegates to

6 the Constitutional Convention were lawyers.  35 of the

7 39 signatories of the Constitution were lawyers.  26 of

8 our American presidents have been lawyers.

9             President Lincoln and Senator Trumbull, both

10 lawyers, led ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment

11 abolishing slavery.  Lawyers were the driving forces

12 behind reconstruction after the Civil War; the driving

13 force of early 20th century advances in labor laws,

14 workplace safety, housing and food quality; the efforts

15 to end racial segregation in the mid-20th century; and

16 laws to ensure equal protection and due process in our

17 personal lives and in our jobs.  Lawyers wrote the 9/11

18 Commission Report and the January 6th Report.

19             Lawyers negotiated the Treaty of Paris,

20 ending the Revolutionary War; the Treaty of Versailles,

21 ending World War I; the 1947 Paris Peace Treaties ending

22 World War II; and the end of the Iranian hostage crisis

23 in 1979.  Lawyers have been responsible for securing

24 protective patents for every invention from the airplane

25 to the iPhone.  And lawyers brought you the movie
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1 Legally Blonde.

2                        (Laughter.)

3             MR. BUTSWINKAS:  Lawyers did not land on the

4 moon; they were busy here.  But a lawyer did write

5 President Kennedy's speech promising to land an

6 astronaut on the moon.  The wide reach, the unparalleled

7 significance, and the enduring impact of lawyers -- a

8 noble profession that comes with great responsibility.

9             Second, be inspired by the practitioners who

10 preceded you.  History teaches, it guides, it inspires.

11 We strive not to repeat our mistakes, and we do our

12 level best to replicate our successes.  The lessons from

13 the past shine a light on the path forward.  Let history

14 continue to ignite your passion for the principles of

15 our profession.

16             Here are a few qualities that have stood out

17 in history.  First, courageously standing up to the

18 government: the John Peter Zenger trial way back in

19 1735.  John Peter Zenger was tried for seditious libel

20 in New York in 1735.  Governor William Cosby of New York

21 was a spiteful, mean-spirited, quick-tempered tyrant.

22 Among other things, he fired the chief justice of New

23 York for deciding a lawsuit against him, he attempted to

24 rig elections, and he accepted questionable honorariums.

25             After Zenger printed editorials that exposed

Page 11

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



1 Cosby's abuses of power, Zenger was arrested and spent

2 eight months in jail awaiting trial.  His first two

3 lawyers were disbarred for criticizing Cosby's

4 handpicked judge for the case.  Andrew Hamilton, one of

5 Philadelphia's most successful lawyers, agreed to take

6 the case.  And in a passionate and eloquent closing

7 argument to the jury and at substantial risk to himself,

8 Hamilton disregarded the judge's instructions and argued

9 that truth is an absolute defense and that the

10 consequences of the case could seal the fate of free

11 expression in America, especially free expression that

12 exposes the misuse of governmental power.

13             Despite the governor's efforts, against

14 enormous odds and at substantial risk to himself,

15 Hamilton won an acquittal for Mr. Zenger.  And thanks to

16 Mr. Zenger's wife Anna, the journal only missed one day

17 of printing.  Some years later, Governor Morris, a

18 Founding Father and a principal drafter of the

19 Constitution, captured the importance of this case when

20 he wrote, "The trial of Zenger in 1735 was the germ of

21 American freedom, the Morningstar of that liberty which

22 subsequently revolutionized America."

23             The United States vs. Senator Stevens.

24 Lawyers must be unflinching in their willingness to

25 challenge the government.  My partner Brendan Sullivan's
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1 defense of Ted Stevens is one of the most inspiring

2 examples of this quality in the 60 years of my law firm.

3 In October 2008, Senator Stevens was convicted on seven

4 felony accounts arising from his alleged failure to

5 report gifts he received related to renovations of his

6 Alaska home.  But that was not the last word, not even

7 close.  Brendan and his team proved to the Attorney

8 General the key Brady material, exculpatory information

9 relating to the government's single key witness, had

10 been deliberately withheld, and further that a pattern

11 of intentional prosecutorial misconduct prevented

12 Senator Stevens from receiving a fair trial.

13             Brendan and his team asked the court to

14 dismiss the case with prejudice so that there could be

15 no retrial.  Attorney General Eric Holder asked the

16 trial judge as well to void the conviction.  Recognizing

17 the importance of the rule of law and the constitutional

18 obligations the government owes to criminal defendants,

19 Judge Sullivan threw out the conviction, dismissed the

20 case with prejudice, and ordered an independent

21 investigation of the Justice Department's handling of

22 the case.  Judge Sullivan called the prosecutor's

23 conduct, quote, "Unprecedented missteps in a feverish

24 quest to secure the senator's conviction."  In his

25 rebuke of the government, he declared, "In nearly 25
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1 years on the bench, I have never seen anything

2 approaching the mishandling and misconduct I have seen

3 in this case."  The Stevens case led to substantial and

4 important discovery reforms in federal criminal

5 prosecutions, and the case underscores the importance of

6 courageous and the unyielding independence of counsel.

7             Standing up for the unpopular client for

8 cause: the Boston Massacre case, one of my favorite

9 anecdotes in history.  On March 5th, 1770, a crowd of

10 several hundred men assaulted eight British soldiers

11 with snowballs, ice, and stones.  One soldier fell to

12 the ground and was pelted again as he got up.  Without

13 an order to do so, the soldiers opened fire, killing

14 five men.  Pamphlets circulated, telling the story of

15 how the British soldiers had massacred innocent

16 civilians.

17             The captain overseeing the soldiers and the

18 soldiers were all charged with murder.  Most lawyers

19 refused to take the case, but John Adams agreed to take

20 the case.  He opposed the British occupation of the

21 colonies, but he had a strong belief that all accused

22 have a right to counsel and a fair trial, no matter how

23 heinous the crime or publicly maligned the defendant.

24 Colonists taunted Adams, they threw mud at him and threw

25 stones through his windows.  The Sons of Liberty tried
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1 to convince him to withdraw.

2             At trial, Adams argued that the defendants

3 are presumed innocent and that the soldiers had been

4 provoked by an angry attacking mob.  The captain was

5 acquitted, six of the eight soldiers were also

6 acquitted, and the two remaining were convicted of a

7 minor charge.  There were angry public reactions, but no

8 riots.  Adams lost half of his legal practice.  But

9 Adams went on to play a leading role in the Second

10 Continental Congress and serve as our second president.

11 Looking back on his life, Adams wrote that his defense

12 of the British soldiers was, quote, "One of the most

13 gallant, disinterested actions in my whole life, and one

14 of the best pieces of service I ever rendered my

15 country," end quote.

16             Judge J. Waties Waring and

17 Thurgood Marshall.  The law can make for strange

18 bedfellows.  Two years ago in this same address, the

19 Honorable Judge Milton Hirsch of the Eleventh Judicial

20 Circuit of Florida highlighted this historical example,

21 which really moved me, about judicial independence.

22 Borrowing liberally from Judge Milton, it goes like

23 this: In 1947, in an effort to dodge pronouncements in

24 two recent voting rights cases, the South Carolina

25 legislature purported to convert the South Carolina
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1 Democratic Party into a "private club" so that it could

2 preclude black citizens from registering and voting.

3             The proclamation which the governor used to

4 call for a special section of the legislature announced

5 the purpose as follows, quote, "History has taught us

6 that we must keep our white Democratic primaries pure

7 and unadulterated so that we might protect the welfare

8 and homes of all the people of our state.  We South

9 Carolinians will use the necessary methods to retain

10 white supremacy in our primaries and to safeguard the

11 homes and happiness of our people," end quote.

12 Judge J. Waties Waring issued an order holding that,

13 quote, "Racial distinctions cannot exist in the

14 machinery that selects officers and lawmakers of the

15 United States."  The governor's response to that was to

16 prompt special requirements for black citizens to

17 register to vote, and one of them was a pledge "to

18 social and educational separation of the races."  On the

19 eve of primary elections, Judge Waring issued another

20 order directing the South Carolina Democratic Party to

21 register black voters using the same criteria as for

22 white voters.  He threatened contempt and sanctions for

23 anyone who did not comply and sat in his empty courtroom

24 all day long during the primary into the late evening

25 awaiting the violations.  No one showed and 30,000 black
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1 voters registered and voted, which was an increase of

2 30,000 voters from the prior primary.

3             The Warings were the target of profound

4 outrage.  Judge Waring was expelled from local clubs,

5 stores refused to wait on the Warings, the Warings had

6 to change their phone number.  And one night a brick was

7 thrown through a window at their house, barely missing

8 the judge and his wife.  A local newspaper reported that

9 event this way, quote, "We see by the Charleston papers

10 that somebody hurled a few chunks of concrete through a

11 window and door at the residence of Federal Judge

12 J. Waties Waring.  Unfortunately the judge was not hit,"

13 end quote.

14             Judge Waring's unwavering judicial

15 independence and his courageous respect for the law

16 changed history at a great personal sacrifice to himself

17 and to his family.  But he wasn't done.  A month after

18 the brick was tossed through his window, the NAACP filed

19 a lawsuit challenging the segregation of schools in

20 Clarendon County, South Carolina.  The schools for black

21 children there were literally wooden shacks falling to

22 the ground without toilets or running water.

23             The great Thurgood Marshall appeared on

24 behalf of the NAACP.  But the complaint was unclear as

25 to whether it was seeking to desegregate schools or
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1 equalize separate schools.  Judge Waring dismissed the

2 complaint without prejudice, granting leave to replead

3 only for the express purpose, if they chose to, of

4 challenging the constitutionality of segregation.

5 Judge Waring had framed the issue in a way that changed

6 history.  Because the new complaint that

7 Thurgood Marshall filed attacked a state statute, the

8 case was heard by a three-judge panel which included

9 Judge Waring.

10             In a 2-1 decision, the court upheld

11 segregation.  But it was Judge Waring's 20-page dissent

12 which argued that, quote, "Segregation is per se

13 inequality," that was adopted in the Supreme Court's

14 unanimous decision in Brown vs. The Board of Education.

15 And Brown was of course argued in the Supreme Court by

16 Thurgood Marshall who even more so than Waring literally

17 risked his life fighting for equal protection under the

18 law.  32 visits to the Supreme Court and 29 wins.  Like

19 Waring, courageous, independent, and unwavering.  And

20 persevering for social progress, like my next example,

21 Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

22             Progress is usually a marathon, not a

23 sprint.  Before her appointment to the bench,

24 Ruth Bader Ginsburg led the crusade against gender

25 discrimination, against generations of opposition.  She
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1 did it as she said, quote, "Brick by brick."  After

2 graduating at the top of her class at Columbia Law

3 School in 1959, she faced direct gender discrimination

4 with firms explicitly refusing to hire her because she

5 was a woman and a handful of firms offering her a job as

6 a legal secretary.  So she paved her own way, founding

7 the ACLU's Women's Rights Project.  And in the first two

8 years of that project, she oversaw over 300 gender

9 discrimination cases.

10             Between 1973 and 1976, she argued six

11 landmark cases before the Supreme Court, winning five of

12 them.  She was a trailblazer for women lawyers and an

13 inspiration to all lawyers.  One of history's best

14 examples of the power of an independent lawyer.

15             Standing up for the rule of law: the

16 Attorney General Elliot Richardson.  In October 1973,

17 Watergate special prosecutor Archibald Cox subpoenaed

18 President Nixon's Oval Office tape recordings.

19 Everybody is familiar with the case.  Nixon refused to

20 produce them.  Nixon instructed his Republican-appointed

21 Attorney General Elliot Richardson to fire the special

22 prosecutor.  Richardson refused the order and resigned.

23             The next in line was Deputy Attorney General

24 William Ruckelshaus, also a Republican Nixon appointee.

25 Ruckelshaus also refused the order and resigned his
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1 post.  Richards and Ruckelshaus's resignation showed

2 courageous devotion to the truth and to the rule of law

3 and an important modern-day example of lawyers in public

4 service declaring the Department of Justice an

5 institution of law and not a political functionary.

6 Fiercely independent lawyers with the utmost respect for

7 the rule of law.

8             And finally unwavering commitment to

9 justice: Charles "Chester" Bedell.  The American Bar

10 Association called Chester Bedell, quote, "The lawyer in

11 the United States who for more than 50 years epitomized

12 the best of the American trial lawyer."  Now 45 years

13 later after he's passed away and after 54 years of

14 practice, the superlatives still ring out: "Florida's

15 best trial lawyer," "gracious," "self-effacing," "highly

16 ethical," "a heightened sense of professionalism," the

17 list goes on.

18             As Frank mentioned, he passed the bar at age

19 20 without either a college degree or a law degree.  He

20 enlisted in World War II, as did his brothers.  And his

21 results at trial over half a century are second to none.

22 One example epitomizes his inspiring passion of ensuring

23 justice would be served for his clients.  Early in his

24 career, if not his first case one of his very first

25 cases, he was assigned to represent a young man named
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1 Preston Gale.  Mr. Gale was charged with murdering his

2 father.  His father had been seriously abusing his

3 mother, and there was little doubt that Mr. Gale had

4 killed his father.

5             But Mr. Bedell won an acquittal for

6 Mr. Gale, a spectacular result in very difficult

7 circumstances, but it was the right result.  And I could

8 stop there and punctuate the story with Mr. Bedell's

9 commitment to justice, but that's not the whole story.

10 The first trial ended in a mistrial.  The second trial

11 ended in a mistrial.  The third trial ended in a

12 mistrial.  And no one thought there would be a fourth

13 trial, but there was.  And that's where he won his

14 acquittal.

15             He punctuated his own story by winning a

16 complete acquittal, which leads me to my third and final

17 point, and one that Mr. Bedell believed in deeply: Each

18 of you matters.  When the Honorable William Sessions,

19 President Reagan's appointed director of the FBI, gave

20 this address in 1994, he started with the following.

21 Quote, "Without the rule of law which we all cherish,

22 liberty and independence would almost certainly be lost.

23 America's lawyers and judges hold the crucible in which

24 the rule of law is held.  The preservation of both is a

25 responsibility which the profession and each of its
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1 members must shoulder with an understanding of its

2 critical importance to the world."

3             To me, it's not hyperbole, it's not

4 theoretical, it's a higher calling.  We've all arrived

5 here on different paths, whether you're the first in

6 your family to graduate from college or the next in a

7 generation of lawyers in your family, or, like most of

8 us, somewhere in between.  And we all choose our paths.

9 Public service, private law firms, nonprofits,

10 companies, plaintiff's lawyers, prosecutors, civil and

11 criminal defense lawyers.  And I applaud all of your

12 choices.

13             But remember also your higher calling, your

14 heightened responsibility as guardians of our republic,

15 as protectors of the rule of law, as statesmen and women

16 steering our country in the right direction.

17 Thomas Jefferson wrote, "The price of liberty is eternal

18 vigilance."  Your meaningful contribution, your

19 vigilance can take many forms: the unyielding

20 representation of clients, like Chester Bedell;

21 courageously standing up to the government, like

22 Brendan Sullivan; fighting for equal protection under

23 the law, like Justice Ginsburg and Thurgood Marshall;

24 protecting our fundamental rights -- like free speech

25 and free press -- like Andrew Hamilton; or stepping
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1 forward to represent unpopular clients or causes, like

2 John Adams.

3             And don't forget your role as statesmen and

4 stateswomen, whether it's serving on a local school

5 board, on a bar association committee, teaching civics

6 at the local high school, or getting involved in local

7 government.  Write, speak, mentor, lead by example.  And

8 most of all, let your voice be heard, no matter what

9 side of the aisle you sit on.  Collectively, acts that

10 may seem small add up to an immense sum.  A sum that has

11 sustained democracy for 250 years.

12             And make no mistake about it, it may not

13 always be the less arduous course.  As Perkins Coie

14 stood up for the rule of law, six other law firms

15 surrendered their storied histories in the name of

16 economics and practicality, promising $100 million in

17 free legal services to steer clear of their own

18 executive order.  The largest law firms in the world,

19 mind you, with both the talent and resources to stand up

20 as "foot soldiers of the Constitution."

21             And meanwhile while that was going on, a

22 massive collection of lawyers chose "eternal vigilance"

23 and something bigger than themselves, each signing

24 amicus briefs in the Perkins Coie case, all arguing

25 that, "The rule of law hangs in the balance."  That
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1 group included: 504 law firms, including 334 solo

2 practitioners and smaller firms; 346 former judges; 363

3 law professors; 27 former senior government officials;

4 67 current general counsels of companies; 16 bar

5 associations; 20 states; the NAACP; the ACLU; the

6 Lawyers Defending Democracy; the Lawyers' Committee for

7 Civil Rights; the National Association of Criminal

8 Defense Lawyers; the International Association of Trial

9 Lawyers; and 17 former District of Columbia Bar

10 Presidents.  They answered the profession's higher

11 calling.

12             It has been an honor, Frank, to meet you and

13 learn about your grandfather and to share this time with

14 you.  We sit here almost exactly 250 years after the

15 Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of

16 Independence.  I met a number of you and as I look out

17 over this room, I am filled with optimism.  I believe

18 that our republic has a bright future because of the

19 contributions that you make and will make.  And for that

20 I thank you in advance.  You got here in the nick of

21 time.  Thank you.

22                       (Applause.)

23                  (Concluded at 1:12 PM.)

24

25
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1                  CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2 STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

3

4      I, Andrea Oxendine, Florida Professional Reporter,

do hereby certify that I was authorized to and did

5 report the foregoing proceedings; and the foregoing

transcript, pages 02 through 24, is a true and complete

6 record of my stenographic notes.

7      I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative,

employee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,

8 nor am I a relative or employee of any of the parties

attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor am

9 I financially interested in the action.

10      DATED this 24th day of February, 2026.

11

12

13            <%22849,Signature%>

14           Andrea Oxendine, Florida Professional Reporter
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