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Dane Butswinkas is the former chairman and a current and longtime Executive Committee
member at Williams & Connolly LLP (*“W&C"), a 350-lawyer litigation boutique based in
Washington, D.C. Since he began at W&C in 1989, Dane has tried more than 60 cases to verdict in
the federal and state courts across the country. Law 360 named him one of the top fifty “Trial
Aces” in the nation. Chambers USA described Dane as “[a]n extraordinary trial lawyer” known for
his “fantastic courtroom presence.” The Legal 500 reported that clients single Dane out as a
“‘once in a lifetime generation trial lawyer.” Benchmark has named Dane one of the top 100 trial
lawyers in the nation annually for more than a decade.

Dane has a versatile practice that spans civil and criminal defense and crosses party lines.
Examples of his work as lead trial counsel include: In 2016, he won a defense verdict in a
landmark antitrust case in Boston where plaintiffs sought $60 billion in alleged damages. The
case has been cited as the largest antitrust case ever to go to verdict, with Benchmark
identifying it as “National Impact Case of the Year” and naming Dane “National Commercial
Attorney of the Year.” In 2009, in New York, in the first major criminal case arising from the 2008
financial crisis, Dane won a defense verdict for a Bear Stearns senior officer who had been
charged with fraud and conspiracy after multi-billion-dollar losses in mortgage-backed
securities. The verdict was credited with stemming the tide of criminal prosecutions arising from
the mortgage crisis. In 2012, in Kandahar, Afghanistan, Dane secured dismissal of all charges
against a United States Army battalion leader in military court-martial proceedings alleging
negligent homicide and dereliction of duty. In 2009, in New Hampshire, representing a senior
official in the Republican Party, Dane won an acquittal and a dismissal in a series of criminal
cases alleging tampering with the state’s United States Senate election. In 2015, Dane secured a
defense verdict for HBO and Bryant Gumbel's show “Real Sports” in a defamation action
brought by the world'’s largest soccer ball manufacturer arising from award-winning journalism
on child labor in India.

In 2025, Dane took the lead representing the first law firm targeted by this Administration with
an Executive Order attacking the firm’'s ability to practice law. Dane and his team secured
preliminary and permanent injunctions barring enforcement of the Executive Order. The case
has been appealed by the Government. The American Lawyer and the National Law Journal
recognized W&C with “Law Firm of the Year” and “Litigation Department of the Year” honors,
and Dane was named one of the nation’s top “Litigators of the Year” for his role protecting the
rule of law.

Dane is the son of a former career Naval officer. He has two sons, and he and his wife reside in
Chevy Chase, Maryland.



