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1                       * * * * *

2          THE HONORABLE MARY SCRIVEN:  Good afternoon.

3          THE AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

4          THE HONORABLE MARY SCRIVEN:  Good afternoon.

5          THE AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

6          THE HONORABLE MARY SCRIVEN:  Okay.  Just

7     making sure everybody is awake still.  It is my

8     honor and thank you, Mr. Bedell, for that nice

9     introduction.  You read it just the way I gave it

10     to you.

11          Thanks to the trial lawyers, the bar, the

12     Trial Lawyers Section of the Florida Bar for

13     inviting me to speak.  Thanks to the Chairman,

14     Mr. Anderson, whatever committee came up with the

15     notion that I would be sufficient to serve in this

16     important role, including my mentor Sylvia Walbolt

17     who called me and asked me to do this.  I

18     practiced with Sylvia as a baby lawyer and you

19     never told Sylvia no, so whoever thought to have

20     her call me called the right person.

21          Thank you, Ms. Reid.  I'll try to talk slowly

22     so you can get this all down.

23          Howard Johnson once famously said when he was

24     on The Tonight Show that if you have an audience,

25     a national audience or a big audience, you should
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1     say something that really matters to you.  What he

2     said was, "Please put the shower curtain inside

3     the tub."

4          Well, I'm here to talk to you about something

5     that matters deeply to me and that should matter

6     to all of you.  I want to talk about the role of

7     educators and lawyers and the rule of law in

8     sustaining and strengthening a civil society.

9          I'm always talking to lawyers.  They have to

10     listen to me because I'm the Judge.  They have to

11     stand and listen to me, but today I want to talk

12     to the teachers and to the students who are in the

13     audience today.  The lawyers should listen, too,

14     but you don't have to stand today.

15          Let me try to tell a story to illustrate what

16     I'm going to be talking about.  There are five

17     people; a pilot, a judge, a lawyer, a teacher, and

18     a student on a plane headed to the Bedell

19     competition.  The engine, unfortunately, began to

20     fail.  There were only four parachutes.  Feeling

21     concerned for his life and being the first to

22     learn what was going on, the pilot grabbed the

23     first parachute and out he went.  Lawyers being

24     lawyers -- let's call him Mr. Barksdale -- grabbed

25     the next parachute and out he went.  The next one
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1     was the judge.  Let's call her Judge Scriven.  She

2     said, "Well, I'm the most important person in the

3     world.  Where would the justice world be without

4     me?"  She grabs the third parachute and she

5     confidently jumps to safety.  Then there was only

6     the fourth parachute and the teacher and the

7     student.  And let's call the teacher Ms. Linda

8     Pierre.  And she looks at her student and says,

9     "You know, you have your full life ahead of you.

10     You're going to take care of our nation.  Our

11     future depends on you.  You take the parachute and

12     get to safety.  I have lived a full life."  The

13     student wryly smiled and shrugged and said, "No

14     worries, Ms. Perrier.  Judge Scriven just jumped

15     out of the plane with my bookbag on her back.

16     We're good to go."

17          That might strike you as funny, but it's also

18     true.  Teachers always think of others before

19     themselves.  Your role isn't just crucial.  It is

20     foundational to the very fabric of our democracy.

21     You teach our students to think critically,

22     understand history, and become informed and active

23     citizens.  And in doing so, you share a

24     partnership with the legal profession in

25     preserving the freedoms and rights that define us
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1     as a nation.

2          There is a historical nexus between teaching

3     and democracy.  History shows us that educators

4     have always been intertwined with the justice

5     system.  Our founding fathers understood this

6     deeply.  Take Thomas Jefferson for example.  For

7     all his flaws -- and be honest, we all have flaws.

8     But he was a teacher at heart and a staunch

9     advocate for public education.  Jefferson famously

10     said, "An educated citizenry is a vital requisite

11     for our survival as a free people."  He saw

12     education not just as a means to pursue personal

13     success but as the foundation of an informed and

14     engaged electorate.

15          Then there's John Adams.  He worked

16     tirelessly both as a lawyer and a scholar.  He

17     believed in teaching civics and legal principles

18     to ensure that citizens could actively participate

19     in government.  He authored Thoughts on

20     Government, which is a foundational document that

21     inspired our constitution and which emphasized the

22     critical role of education in sustaining a

23     republic.  But he was also a lawyer.

24          In a speech authored many years ago then

25     Judge Vaneski explained, "In 1797 Adams became our
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1     nation's second president and the first of many

2     lawyer-presidents.  He was also a courageous

3     defender of those he thought were unjustly

4     accused, and the man who first pinned the phrase,

5     'A government of laws and not of men.'"

6          But let's go back before he became president

7     back to 1770, 27 years before he became president

8     and 5 years before the Revolutionary War.  Adams

9     was in Boston, already a leader in the

10     Massachusetts colony.  There was a growing

11     resistance to British rule and especially to

12     British taxes.  By 1770 Boston had about 20,000

13     residents and there were 4,000 British soldiers

14     who were sent to keep the colonists in check, but,

15     mostly, to get their money.

16          One night, as you may know from your history

17     lessons, tensions ran high.  It was a cold winter

18     evening, March 5, 1770.  Protesters gathered

19     outside town near a small group of soldiers.

20     Things got loud and soon confusing and then out of

21     hand.  Suddenly the soldiers shot into the crowd.

22     Seven civilians died.  This is known as the Boston

23     Massacre.  The public was incensed.  The

24     atmosphere in Boston was poisonous.

25          John Adams' cousin Sam Adams -- don't you
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1     love cousins -- one of the leaders of the

2     colonists decided to publish a brochure and give

3     it to loud mouth Paul Revere who vividly portrayed

4     the scene as a slaughter of the innocence, an

5     image of British tyranny.  It would become fixed

6     in the minds of the community.

7          The soldiers and their leader, Captain Tom

8     Preston, were immediately arrested and charged

9     with murder.  The following day 34-year-old John

10     Adams was asked to defend the soldiers and their

11     captain when they came to trial.  Apparently there

12     were no conflicts rules back then.  No one else,

13     though, would take the case.  Even though he was a

14     leader of the British resistance, he believed that

15     these Brits, Preston and his soldiers, deserved a

16     fair defense.  And he gave them a fine one.  He

17     won acquittal of the captain by convincing and

18     explaining to the jury that he had not ordered the

19     officers to shoot.  He defended the soldiers on

20     grounds of self-defense against a mob.  Six were

21     acquitted.  Two were convicted of manslaughter.

22     The trial was the first time that a judge used the

23     phrase "reasonable doubt," a concept that is now

24     foundational to our sense of a fair jury trial.

25          Taking their case was a very unpopular act.
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1     During the trial threats were made against John

2     Adams' life and the lives of his family members.

3     His defense of the Boston Massacre was a

4     courageous example of adherence to the rule of law

5     and defense of the rights of the accused, even

6     unpopular people who are accused.  And it showed

7     his love for justice, and, by the way, his love

8     for his country.

9          Years later John Adams would write that this

10     defense in light of so much public scorn, even

11     more than his presidency, was one of the finest

12     things he had ever done for his country.  That

13     love for justice and adherence to the rule of law

14     is never more important than when advocates

15     represent unpopular citizens and unpopular issues

16     in times of heated controversy and times of

17     turmoil.

18          John Adams' legacy continues to inspire

19     lawyers to this day, no doubt some of the lawyers

20     here in the room with us.  He was committed to the

21     principle that the rule of law must predominate in

22     tumultuous times and that virtue, honor, courage

23     are everything and that good will ultimately

24     triumph over evil by remaining good.

25          In the tradition of John Adams is another
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1     example of an unlikely champion of civil rights.

2     His name is Judge William Augustus Bootle.  He was

3     a federal judge in Macon, Georgia.  Good things

4     come from Macon, Georgia.  That's where I came

5     from.

6          He himself was given the privilege of getting

7     an education by a generous contribution from a

8     local businessman.  In a history eloquently

9     recounted by Professor Pat Logan, previously from

10     Stetson, he described Judge Bootle's role in the

11     integration of the University of Georgia.  Now,

12     you can probably guess that the integration of the

13     University of Georgia in 1961 was widely

14     unpopular, to say the least.  Professor Logan dubs

15     this piece:  "You cannot flinch in the face of

16     duty."  Truer words were never spoken and they

17     epitomize Judge Bootle.

18          Professor Logan explains:  University of

19     Georgia is the oldest public university in the

20     United States.  It was founded in 1785, but by

21     1959 -- almost 175 years later -- it had never

22     admitted a single black student.  Brown versus the

23     Board of Education had recently been decided by

24     the Supreme Court.  And Georgia resisted the

25     directive to bring fairness to college admissions.
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1     In fact, Governor Vandiver infamously proclaimed:

2     "We have no thought of surrender.  We will not

3     buckle under.  We will not capitulate."  He

4     uttered other words that are beneath the dignity

5     of this program to repeat; but suffice it to say,

6     Governor Vandiver was not having it.  In fact, he

7     went so far as to proclaim that he would defund

8     the university system if he was called upon to

9     admit a single black to the University of Georgia.

10          Now, enter stage left, two students type cast

11     for the role as the first black admittees to the

12     University of Georgia; Hamilton Holmes and

13     Charlayne Hunter.  He was first in his class at

14     Turner High School in Atlanta, Georgia and captain

15     of his football team.  We know how much Georgia

16     loves their football.  She, third in her class,

17     president of the honor society, editor in chief of

18     the newspaper, and homecoming queen.  And we know

19     how Georgia loves its pretty ladies.  You can

20     picture the two of them on the brochure of the

21     University of Georgia.  He in his letterman's

22     jacket, she in her gown and her crown; but it was

23     1961 and they were black.  I urge you to read the

24     full story that Professor Logan recounts in his

25     Law Review Article.  But to make a very long but
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1     truly inspiring story short, Judge Bootle ordered

2     the University to admit these two students and

3     ordered Georgia's legislature not to defund the

4     University system in retribution.  His Honor's

5     decisions were upheld at every level of appeal in

6     the Georgia court system.  And, of course,

7     surprise, surprise, the University of Georgia

8     survived the admission of these two bright, gifted

9     students who just happened to be black.  And they

10     graduated in fine fashion, as you would expect.

11     Dr. Holmes went on to become an orthopedic

12     surgeon, Associate Dean at Emory University, Chair

13     of Orthopedic Surgery for Grady Memorial Hospital,

14     where I was born.  All these people are connected

15     to me.  Ms. Charlayne Hunter-Gault is a noted

16     civil rights activist who served as a foreign

17     journalist, foreign correspondence for NPR, CNN

18     and PBS and earned two Peabody awards for

19     excellence in journalism covering Africa.

20          Judge Bootle's courageous independence and

21     fidelity to the rule of law did not win him any

22     friends.  Many of his friends, including his

23     church friends, abandoned him.  The vitriol was

24     palpable, but Professor Logan explained, "Judge

25     Bootle knew that judges must not flinch.  If they
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1     did, the law would mean nothing and the mob would

2     rule.  He was not swayed by anything but the facts

3     and the law."  As Judge Bootle put it in his own

4     words, he didn't seek out this case or this moment

5     in history.  "It just happened on my watch.  I

6     don't deserve any credit, don't seek any credit.

7     I did what any self-respecting judge would have

8     done; apply the law to the facts."  But in this

9     way, Judge Bootle tossed the parachute to these

10     two young people, as did the numerous teachers and

11     professors Dr. Hamilton and Ms. Haynes-Gault no

12     doubt encountered in their pursuits to be the best

13     version of themselves.

14          These stalwarts were not just political

15     architects.  They were educators in the truest

16     sense of the word, committed to teaching the

17     principles of democracy and the rule of law.

18          Fast forward to today.  The challenges we

19     face -- polarization, misinformation, apathy --

20     make civics education more urgent than ever.

21     Teachers, you are the stewards of this mission,

22     ensuring that students understand not just their

23     rights but their responsibilities as citizens.

24     Lawyers, you uphold the legal framework that

25     allows these principles to thrive.  Together you
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1     form a partnership that keeps democracy alive.

2     You must remain courageous and you must not

3     flinch.

4          A line from the Wicked movie comes to mind

5     here.  If you haven't seen it, spoiler alert.

6     There was a goat, like a real live goat teaching.

7     He was like a person goat.  And he was explaining

8     at one time in history many animals could talk and

9     teach and be business people and serve in

10     legislatures, hold public office; but they were

11     silenced and they were caged.  In the middle of

12     this impassioned speech -- and I was on the edge

13     of my seat.  My eyes were watering up -- the

14     antagonist Glinda, the so-called good witch, pipes

15     up and says, "Stop blabbing on and on about the

16     past and just teach history."  The past is

17     history.  And it's not a construct of cool

18     examples of how we flourished and the good that we

19     did and the principles on which our all-knowing

20     forefathers stood.  Rather, it is a collection of

21     our good deeds and our failures -- a cacophony of

22     mankind's inhumanity to man demonstrated through

23     the ugliness of enslaving people, executing

24     thousands of people in the Holocaust and

25     disenfranchising and controlling others -- all
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1     intertwined with countless examples of man's

2     humanity to man, compassion toward each other, the

3     famous march on Washington, the success of the

4     suffrage movement, and just everyday people

5     helping other people in times of disasters like

6     hurricanes and fire storms.  In a word, it's

7     complicated, but if we don't teach history, we are

8     doomed to repeat it.  And not just the sanitized,

9     feel-good history, but the real, nuanced story of

10     who we are and who we have become, our triumphs,

11     our failures, and our continuing journey toward

12     justice and equality.

13          Throughout history many have been called upon

14     to carry the torch.  Mary McLeod Bethune, a

15     teacher and civil rights advocate, believed that

16     education was the key to racial equality and civic

17     empowerment.  Thurgood Marshall, a lawyer and

18     Supreme Court Justice, often spoke of the power of

19     education in dismantling injustice.  Marshall once

20     said, "The basis of our democracy is respect for

21     the law and respect for those who teach it."

22          You see, your work as educators and lawyers

23     isn't separate.  It is complementary.  You are the

24     guardians of civics knowledge, ensuring each

25     generation understands and values the freedoms
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1     that are enshrined in our constitution.

2          The late Justice Rehnquist emphasized this in

3     this way:  "Judicial independence is one of the

4     touchstones of our constitutional system of

5     government.  I like to think that the belief in

6     the wisdom and independence of the judiciary is

7     not confined to judges alone," he said, "but is

8     shared by other members of the legal profession

9     and by the public at large."  In short, it is a

10     shared responsibility.

11          And often lawyers come to court and they tell

12     me all about their grievances, but they don't give

13     me what they want in the way of relief.  And I

14     call that the whine without the cheese.  And so I

15     want to extend a little bit of what I call the

16     cheese.  How do we do this, Judge Scriven?  It is

17     the responsibility of lawyers where they see

18     something, say something.  Silence in the face of

19     injustice is injustice itself.  Students, the gift

20     of advocacy that we're all here to celebrate this

21     weekend and nuture is not just about a trophy.  If

22     all of you ever advocate for is a trophy or a

23     check, you will dishonor the gift that you have

24     been given.  And in the end of your career I

25     promise you you will wonder what was this all for.
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1     Instead, find a just cause that you care about

2     deeply and use your talent and your voice to

3     foster the cause.  Find a client who needs an

4     advocate but cannot afford one and lend your

5     talent to them.  Remember to whom much is given,

6     much is required.

7          There is a young lawyer -- she's not young

8     anymore.  I feel like she's my age and I feel like

9     I'm young.  But there's a seasoned lawyer in Tampa

10     whose name is Katherine Yanes.  She's respected

11     and she's brilliant and she could make as much

12     money as she wanted.  She just celebrated

13     obtaining her 50th clemency for a man sent to

14     prison for life without parol after he served 30

15     years in prison.  His family member who was trying

16     to relay to the family that he was coming home was

17     so overcome with tears that they thought he was

18     trying to tell them that he had died in prison.

19     It's that level of commitment to the rule of law,

20     to fairness and to justice, that we should all

21     strive for.

22          It is the responsibility of teachers to

23     foster an environment of safety and acceptance

24     where everyone can feel confident explaining their

25     opinion even if we do not agree with it.  It is
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1     your responsibility to hammer into these students

2     the urgency of the power of the ballot and the

3     urgency of the knowledge of history.  It doesn't

4     matter their race, their gender, their

5     orientation, their political stance or their age.

6     We are a nation of people.

7          Let me close by paying homage to the late

8     President Jimmy Carter, a tireless advocate for

9     equity, peace, and education.  He said, "We have

10     become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic.

11     Different people, different beliefs, different

12     yearnings, different hopes, different dreams.  But

13     I believe we share common goals and have common

14     needs.  The beauty of our democracy lies in its

15     diversity and its survival depends on how well we

16     nurture and defend it."

17          Thank you, educators, for being the bedrock

18     of this effort and thank you, lawyers, for

19     upholding the principles that protect it.

20     Together, you are the gatekeepers of the

21     parachutes of a civil society making sure our

22     democracy lands safely even if it would jump out

23     of a plane without the benefit of a parachute.

24     Thank you.

25          (Concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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