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1                   P R O C E E D I N G S

2                 MR. SMITH:  Good afternoon.  Can

3  everybody hear me?  Testing.  Testing.  Hello?

4  Testing.  Hello.  Good afternoon, everybody.  Can I

5  have your attention -- can you hear -- good afternoon.

6  Can everybody hear me?

7                 All right.  Well, look -- the table I

8  was sitting at was -- we probably have a group of

9  people that's pretty adept at handling situations like

10  that.  We're actually waiting for the teacher to kind

11  of line us up and get us out of here real quick.

12                 And any -- any judge or lawyer knows

13  that, at trial, anything can happen.  So -- look.  I

14  got the opportunity to talk to you very briefly, some

15  of you yesterday, at the mock trial for veterans.

16                 My name is Weston Smith.  I'm the

17  current chair of the Trial Lawyers Section of the

18  Florida Bar.  I know some of the teachers that are

19  here because I used to -- Teachers' Law Symposium, and

20  I want to thank you all for being here.

21                 I'm just going to take a brief moment

Page 4

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



1  right now and, again, thank all of you.  We got a lot

2  of people here -- members of the Florida Bar Florida

3  Governors here.  I'd like to thank you for being here

4  today.  I'd like to thank all of our judges, all of

5  our lawyers, jurors who have devoted time this weekend

6  to --

7                 For the Florida Bar's Trial Lawyers

8  Section, we refer to this as our Trial Summit.  This

9  is Teachers' Law Symposium and -- Chester Bedell Mock

10  Trial Competition that he put on every year.  And for

11  us, it is one of our biggest programs of the year.

12                 So I hope you're enjoying yourselves.

13  I hope you continue to enjoy yourselves.  I can't wait

14  to see you at the reception tonight.  Please say

15  hello, introduce yourselves to all of the executive

16  council members and trial lawyers that are -- that are

17  here.

18                 Chester Bedell was one of the greatest

19  trial lawyers, if not the greatest trial lawyer, in

20  the state of Florida.  He practiced for 57 years out

21  of Jacksonville.  And at -- at the time of his career,
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1  he was known universally as Florida's best trial

2  lawyer.  Hence, we honor him with this mock trial

3  competition.  And we are lucky enough today to have

4  with us Frank Bedell, Chester Bedell's grandson.

5                 MR. BEDELL:  Thank you -- I want to

6  thank the Trial Lawyers Section for the partnership

7  that we share with them for this day, allowing us to

8  permit our speaker and also for the Chester Bedell

9  Trial Competition.  I wish all of the participants

10  best of luck.  And I know that so many teachers are

11  here as well.

12                 Now, what I'll do is I'll talk a little

13  bit about Chester Bedell -- the first -- he was my

14  grandfather -- and then I'll tell you a little bit

15  about him, his -- and then I'll introduce our speaker.

16  So my grandfather lived in Jacksonville -- as said, he

17  was born and raised here.  He went away to college

18  in --

19                 But we moved -- were living in

20  Tallahassee.  And we would go visit my grandmother and

21  my grandfather.  And my older brother and younger
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1  brother and I thought that it was really great that

2  they had a garage apartment.  So we had our own place.

3  And when I would go see my grandfather, he would greet

4  me with a handshake.

5                 And I remember one time when I was

6  about ten years old, and we were shaking hands.  And

7  he had my hand in his, and he was swinging it back and

8  forth, back and forth.  And he got this grin on his

9  face.  And then I remember looking through his glasses

10  at his blue eyes, and it just -- it made me feel like

11  the most important person in the room at that point.

12                 So he had that ability to connect with

13  people, which is an important trait to have as a trial

14  lawyer.  My grandfather was a very formal person.  He

15  would come home from work.  He always wore a suit and

16  a tie.  And he would come from work, and he'd take off

17  his suit coat and hang it in his bedroom.  And I think

18  he probably kept his tie.  He would change of his red

19  shoes, put his slippers on, and we would have dinner

20  together.

21                 And the dinner would be on China, with
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1  silverware.  My grandfather asks my brothers and me

2  things about what was going on in our lives.  He was

3  very interested like that.  I remember him and my

4  grandmother coming to my high school graduation.  And

5  he had -- just had this ability -- to one of my

6  ancestors.  I was always thrilled to see him.

7                 After I became a lawyer, he would tell

8  me stories, including a very well -- trial lawyer --

9  named Steve Gusy [ph].  And Gusy was a young associate

10  -- developer, and he was carrying my grandfather's

11  briefcase in or out -- out of town.  They were having

12  a week-long trial, and my grandfather had forgotten

13  his pajamas.  And so he sent Gusy back to Jacksonville

14  to get his PJs so that he could get a good night's

15  rest before the trial.

16                 My grandfather died well before my

17  grandmother did.  And a couple of different cases, I

18  asked my grandmother, "Why are we hearing these

19  stories?" -- and -- or other places, what made it

20  different.  My grandmother just had this simple

21  answer.  She said that Chester just always wanted to
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1  do the right thing.  And that's what his law partners,

2  they talked about him.

3                 Let me tell you about his education.

4  He left Jacksonville at age 18 and went to the

5  University of Virginia for three years.  He left UVA

6  without -- a degree, to go to the University of

7  Florida College of Law.  He stayed there a year, got

8  bored, and went to study law under his father, who was

9  a -- who was a lawyer.

10                 And so my grandfather never received a

11  college degree or a law school diploma.  And so today,

12  the -- developer and -- there will be no diploma on

13  any wall.  My grandfather didn't have one.  He -- when

14  he left the University of Florida College of Law at

15  age 20, he sat for and -- the bar exam.  And back

16  then, this was before we had a public defender's

17  office; all right?

18                 A welfare judge assigned a murder case

19  to my grandfather.  The defendant's name was Preston

20  Gale [ph].  He was about the same age.  And he had

21  killed his father and was charged with murder.  So my
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1  grandfather tried that case one time, hung jury.  Two

2  times, hung jury.  Three times, hung jury.  At which

3  -- at which point, he thought -- that the state should

4  not be able to try this lawyer for the fourth time.

5  If you can't get it right after three times, you

6  shouldn't have to go through a fourth trial.

7                 He petitioned the Florida Supreme

8  Court, and the Court -- Supreme Court denied his

9  petition.  There was a fourth trial.  But before the

10  fourth trial, the family of the defendant opened up to

11  my grandfather, and it turned out that the father had

12  been beating the mother.  And so that became the

13  primary defense.  They tried that case -- to them, and

14  acquit -- the jury came back and acquit --

15                 My grandfather practiced all kinds of

16  trial work, all kinds of cases.  He was also an

17  appellate lawyer.  In addition to the criminal work,

18  he tried -- cases, personal injury cases, tax fraud

19  cases, and product -- product liability on the defense

20  side patent, constitutional cases.

21                 He also was frequently called upon if
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1  there was a lawyer who was charged with a crime or

2  there was a disciplinary issue regarding my

3  grandfather.  And so he was very, very proud of the

4  work he did -- of lawyers.  He died in 1981.  And

5  after he died, his friends got together and started

6  the Chester Bedell Memorial Foundation.

7                 And two of the things that we do are

8  the mock trial competition, and also this luncheon, in

9  conjunction with the Trial Lawyers Section.  The theme

10  of this luncheon is independence of the American

11  lawyer.  I've seen most of the speeches since -- since

12  1986.  We're thrilled today that The Honorable Timothy

13  J. Corrigan as our speaker.

14                 Judge Corrigan is chief judge of the

15  Middle District of Florida.  He graduated with honors

16  from the University of Notre Dame and Duke University

17  School of Law.  He graduated from law school -- for

18  the Honorable Gerald B. Tjoflat of the U.S. Court of

19  Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.  And Tjoflat was

20  actually a 2008 -- speaker.

21                 Judge Corrigan then went and practiced
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1  with the Bedell Firm.  Current name is Bedell,

2  Dittmar, DeVault, Pillans & Coxe.  Judge Corrigan

3  worked primarily for Harris Dittmar, who was a very,

4  very -- and trial lawyer for the Bedell Firm in 1952,

5  and stayed there until his retirement in the 90s.

6                 I had the fortune of working under

7  Dittmar and Judge Corrigan for a number of years, and

8  I learned more in those two years than I -- anyway, I

9  just learned so much.  And I still use some -- some of

10  the things that I learned.  I still use those to this

11  day.

12                 Judge Corrigan went to federal bench in

13  -- in 1986 and was appointed a district judge in 2002

14  and became the court's chief judge on November 2,

15  2020.  He's published a number of articles.  He's

16  taught at law schools.  He's served in the community.

17  And we are thrilled today to have Chief Judge Tim

18  Corrigan to talk to you about the -- with the American

19  lawyers.  Thank you.

20                 JUDGE CORRIGAN:  Well, good afternoon.

21  You know, if you didn't want to hear me speak, you
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1  didn't have to pull the fire alarm.  We could've

2  worked something else out.

3                 It's really a pleasure to be here

4  today.  And I'm going to start by congratulating the

5  participants in the Chester Bedell Mock Trial

6  Competition.  I got a chance -- I have -- had much of

7  a long history with that competition.  When I was with

8  the law firm many years ago, I was part of the

9  organization of it.

10                 I've been a juror.  I've presided over

11  the finals in recent years.  And it's just a great

12  competition and always very high-level.  And so last

13  night, I had a chance to stop in in a couple of the --

14  of the rounds.  And just what I would've expected, all

15  of the -- all of you all were just doing great.  it

16  was very -- very high-level competition, and I

17  congratulate you all.

18                 Could -- could all of the participants

19  and their coaches stand be recognized, please?

20                 As Frank says -- especially meaningful

21  for me, the -- Bedell Foundation for us because I
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1  spent my formative years as a lawyer at the Bedell

2  Firm.  Frank mentioned that he and I worked together

3  before he decided to seek fame and fortune in Orlando.

4  I was actually a summer associate 1981.  Yes, I am

5  that old.  And -- and that -- and Chester Bedell was

6  still alive, so I got -- so I got to work with him a

7  little bit.  He died shortly thereafter.

8                 After -- after my initial clerkship, I

9  joined the firm as an associate -- partner before I

10  came over to the federal bench.  The training

11  experience I received at the Bedell -- Bedell Firm was

12  second to none.  The commitment to professionalism and

13  service in the organized bar, which exists to this

14  day, is something I tried anyway, and also instill in

15  young lawyers.  The -- I'm especially honored to be

16  here with you today.

17                 Before we get serious, I always like to

18  start my talk with a few examples from what I call my

19  funny file.  So these are actual pleadings, my own

20  court, that were funny, but they weren't supposed to

21  be.  At least I think they're funny.  We'll see what
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1  you think.

2                 I'm going to start with a sentencing

3  I've had recently.  So this defendant was being

4  sentenced in front of me for a drug crime.  And so he

5  was -- he was before the court.  And his was his turn

6  to speak, so he was now speaking to me, as the judge

7  on bench.  And here's what this particular said to me

8  as he opened his remarks:  "Good evening, Madam Chair.

9  I come to you today not as a drug dealer, but as a

10  taxpayer that made a wrong decision."

11                 We deal with the habeas corpus quite a

12  bit in federal court, so these are the people that

13  have been convicted.  And then they are seeking

14  further review of their conviction, and they

15  eventually come to federal court and ask us to review

16  their conviction.

17                 This particular petition caught my eye

18  because the petitioner, the one who's been convicted,

19  now seeking to have that conviction reversed or

20  vacated -- so here -- here was his position.  The

21  petitioner would not have entered a guilty plea in the
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1  case if he had known at the time that he would recover

2  from his amnesia and remember that he did not commit

3  the crime.

4                 So all of you -- probably anybody over

5  the age of ten knows the expression "having your cake

6  and eating it too."  Unfortunately for this lawyer,

7  the lawyer didn't trust the judge to understand the

8  reference.  And so the lawyer writes in the brief

9  "Plaintiff is trying to have her cake and eat it to."

10                 All right.  But there's a footnote,

11  just in case the judge doesn't understand what that

12  means.  Here's the footnote:  "This, quote, 'cake

13  expression' refers to the desperate desire to eat her

14  own cake now.  She won't have one to eat later.  If

15  you eat it, it will be gone.  If you want to have it

16  for later, one cannot have both."

17                 So that was filed in a case in front of

18  me.  And I always thought that lawyer just thought

19  that was -- didn't know what the expression meant, and

20  then I was -- and then he wrote me and explained it to

21  me.  You law students out there, there is that
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1  occupational hazard becoming, where one of --

2  sometimes we take ourselves just a little too

3  seriously.

4                 So there's an expression that's used.

5  Sometimes you'll hear the courts refer to as this

6  "Honorable Court."  Sometimes you hear judges referred

7  to as "The Honorable."  And so this is an old

8  tradition that is kind of stable now.  So this

9  particular lawyer -- this was a lawyer -- this

10  particular lawyer was trying to address this honorable

11  court, but in a horrible spellcheck disaster, it's --

12  he wrote "I hereby request that this horrible court

13  allow him to" do something.

14                 So a little tip for the law students,

15  that's probably not really the way to go on your

16  pleadings.  So this is the last one, one of my current

17  favorites.  When -- when a lawyer or party in a case

18  wants to swear to something, very often that oath is

19  under penalty of perjury.

20                 But unfortunately for this lawyer of

21  the Northern District of Georgia, instead of declaring
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1  under penalty of perjury, the lawyer declared under

2  plenty of perjury, which, by the way, is the working

3  title of my upcoming memoir.

4                 These are challenging times for our

5  country, our legal system, and our teachers.

6  Sometimes it feels like the social contract that binds

7  us all together is unraveling.  Each of you, by

8  playing your part in teaching the next generation

9  about our systems of government and participating in

10  our justice system, are reaffirming the need to uphold

11  and commemorate the rule of law, which is so vital for

12  our nation's identity and continuity.

13                 Now, the title of this talk always is

14  the independence of the American lawyer.  And I'll be

15  talking about that a little bit, but I'm taking a

16  little license.  And we're really going to talk about

17  the rule of law, which is part of the independence of

18  the American lawyer under our system of justice.

19                 And what I'm going to do is spend a few

20  minutes today on what I call first principles.  These

21  are basic tenets on which all Americans, despite our
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1  heated debates and disagreements, agree, or at least

2  we should.

3                 The other day, I was driving, when I

4  came upon a school zone with it's yellow light

5  flashing.  I immediately slowed down, as did all the

6  other cars.  I then went on a little further and

7  stopped at a four-way stop sign.  Everyone knew that

8  we stopped and we followed the right procedure so that

9  everyone could get safely through the intersection.

10                 A little further along, a rescue unit

11  with its lights and sirens on came up behind me.  Like

12  everyone else, I pulled over to let the rescue unit go

13  by.  These seemingly mundane events are actually a

14  small accomplishment of Americans' everyday commitment

15  to the rule of law.

16                 In a more significant example --

17  millions upon millions of Americans begrudgingly but

18  resolutely pay their taxes even though they know the

19  chances of them being audited or prosecuted if they --

20  are exceedingly small.

21                 Sure, some of you will woefully flow
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1  through the school zone and some people will only pull

2  over for the rescue unit because they don't want to

3  get a ticket.  And others pay their taxes only because

4  they don't want to be cooperative.  But the vast

5  majority of American citizens willingly comply with

6  the law because it is the price we pay in civilized

7  society.

8                 Americans, day in and day out, invoke

9  in their business and personal lives in ways big and

10  small.  Understand that adherence to the rule of law

11  is paramount to our American way of life.  As a judge,

12  I am privileged to observe this fidelity to the rule

13  of law when persons routinely accept the judgment of

14  the court, even when they vehemently disagree with

15  them.

16                 In our past, we have witnessed the

17  importance of the rule of law upon a much larger

18  stage.  In 2000, we here in Florida had a front row

19  seat in Bush vs. Gore, in which results of Florida's

20  voting, where the candidates were separated by a few

21  hundred votes, out of six million casted, would decide
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1  who the next president of the United States would be.

2  The stakes or tension could not have been higher.

3                 We turned to the courts to resolve this

4  hugely important matter.  Though the process was

5  difficult and sometimes bitter and produced much

6  disagreement, the court system, both state and

7  federal, did its job.

8                 And when the United States Supreme

9  Court finally ruled, the loser gracefully withdrew.

10  The winner became the undisputed president of the

11  United States.  And the citizens of the United States

12  -- many of them strongly disagreed with the Supreme

13  Court's decision -- accepted the result peacefully.

14  That's the American way.  That's the way it's supposed

15  to work.

16                 And if January 6th is popping into your

17  mind right now, I suggest to you it was -- standing in

18  stark contrast to the norm.  And even with trauma from

19  January 6th, the rule of law ultimately held.

20  Ultimately, the system worked.

21                 The 1974 Supreme Court case of United
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1  States vs. Nixon established that not even the

2  president is exempt from the rule of law.  A special

3  prosecutor that investigated the Watergate break-in

4  and coverup learned that the president had secretly

5  taped conversations with the oval office and sought a

6  subpoena to secure those tapes.  President Nixon,

7  claiming executive privilege, refused to provide the

8  tapes.

9                 But a unanimous Supreme Court, in an

10  opinion written by Chief Justice Burger reaffirmed the

11  holdings of Marbury vs. Madison.  The --

12  constitutional system was separation of powers, courts

13  had the final voice in determining constitutional

14  questions.

15                 The court said that the presumption

16  that a president's communication are privileged must

17  be considered in light of a historic event and for the

18  rule of law.  And it upheld the district court were

19  requiring production of the tapes.  And as you all

20  know, President Nixon resigned shortly thereafter.

21                 The Nixon case answers the proposition
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1  that no person, not even the president of the United

2  States, is above the law.

3                 In Clinton vs. Jones, in 1997, in

4  another unanimous decision, the Supreme Court rejected

5  President Clinton's argument that he was immune to

6  having to answer civil litigation while he was serving

7  as president, affirming the principle that, in the

8  words of the Eight Circuit opinion below, "The

9  president, like other government officials, is subject

10  to the same laws that apply to other members of our

11  society."

12                 Both President Nixon and President

13  Clinton, one a Republican, the other, a Democrat,

14  complied with the rulings of the Supreme Court, even

15  though it was decidedly against their interest to do

16  so.  What is even more striking is that so grounded

17  are we in the American ethics of the rule of law, it

18  would have never occurred to most Americans that they

19  would not comply.

20                 But no matter how easily embedded in

21  the American fabric is the rule, it does not mean that
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1  we can take it for granted.  As teachers, lawyers, and

2  judges, we have a special responsibility to uphold and

3  promote the rule of law, both in our own work and

4  within the broader community.

5                 You all have seen these polls over the

6  years.  Only one in four adults can name all three

7  branches of government.  Some said that the three

8  branches of government were Democrat, Republican, and

9  independent.  Even worse, one in three cannot name any

10  branch of the government.  And one in three cannot

11  name a single right protected by the First Amendment.

12  Not free speech, not free exercise of religion, not

13  freedom of the press, or freedom of peaceful assembly.

14                 Another poll showed that three of every

15  four adult Americans did not know who the chief

16  justice of the United States was.  By the way, none of

17  these poll respondents we're speaking of were taught

18  by any of the teachers in this room.  I just want to

19  make that clear.

20                 As the -- polling record -- after its

21  poll was released, protecting the rights guaranteed by
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1  the constitution presupposes that we know what they

2  are.  Put it another way, we cannot share the American

3  experience if we do not know the American heritage.

4  That's why it's important that we, as teachers,

5  lawyers, and judges, do everything we can to educate

6  the public about the constitution and the rule of law.

7                 Chief Justice Roberts has told us

8  judges this in no uncertain terms.  He said, "We have

9  come to take democracy for granted."  In our age, when

10  social media can instantly spread rumor and false

11  information on a grand scale, the public's need to

12  understand our government and the protections it

13  provides is evermore vital.

14                 The judiciary -- and speaking of us --

15  has an important role to play in civic education.  And

16  I am pleased to report that judges and staff of our

17  federal courts are taking on the challenge.  And I can

18  report that just this past week from Jacksonville, as

19  an example of this -- and Jacksonville is where I'm

20  from -- how many teachers here from Jacksonville?

21  Okay.
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1                 We all need to be in front of a TV at

2  4:30, so I'm going to make sure that happens.  Anyway,

3  in Jacksonville this past week, trying to fulfill what

4  Chief Justice Roberts has asked us to do, I was

5  privileged to conduct a naturalization ceremony in

6  which 40 citizens -- 40 persons became the newest

7  citizens of the United States.

8                 The difference was the ceremony was

9  performed at Riverside High School in Jacksonville, in

10  front of 400 high school students, with the rest of

11  the student body watching via livestream.  The

12  Riverside JROTC and chorus performed at the ceremony.

13  Other students were involved.  The event was covered

14  by local media.

15                 What a great civics lesson it was.  And

16  the students were very busy, asking about it, very

17  busy, asking about it.  And we have plans to do more

18  of those.  And -- with that, I share with you a note

19  we receive from a school principal, following a recent

20  courthouse visit by the principal's students:  "I just

21  wanted to say thank you for the wonderful experience
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1  you gave our students yesterday.  They came back to

2  the school with the report of an awesome, amazing day.

3  They thoroughly enjoyed the trip to the courthouse.

4  The teachers were please with how actively engaged the

5  students were and were impressed with the questions

6  they asked.  They feel that a sense of civic

7  responsibility has been sparked."

8                 It's a small first step, but it's a

9  start.  So to you teachers, I say, I know it's tough.

10  I know that you are underpaid and overcriticized.  But

11  what you do in teaching the next generation about our

12  systems of government is so important.  You should

13  take pride and satisfaction knowing you are making a

14  positive contribution and a positive difference.  So I

15  say thank you and urge you to continue to persevere.

16                 The future of our nation literally

17  depends upon it.  To you lawyers and law students, I

18  remind you of a portion of the Florida Bar Code, in

19  which all Florida employer promise to support the

20  constitution of the United States and the constitution

21  of the state of Florida and maintain their respective
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1  duties with the course of justice and judicial office.

2                 I would only add, hoping to preserve

3  the independence of the judiciary and looking for

4  opportunities to not only follow and apply, but also

5  preach the rule of law are concrete examples of

6  fidelity to that.  And I'm not going to leave us

7  judges out.  We have a role to play too.  We need to

8  do our part to preserve the independence of the

9  judiciary.

10                 But by our actions, we also need to

11  deserve that independence by upholding the rule of law

12  every single day, regardless of our own personal or

13  political purposes, and by conducting ourselves with

14  -- integrity.  When Benjamin Franklin was asked, back

15  in the Constitutional Convention, what kind of

16  government had been created, he said, "A republic, if

17  you can keep it."

18                 The same is true of our systems of

19  government and the rule of law.  The maintenance of

20  both requires constant attention and perseverance.  We

21  must, by our actions and our reverence, live up to our
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1  founders' vision for a nation governed by the rule of

2  law.  So you all have a job to do.  Let's get back to

3  work.  Thank you very much.

4                 I have a few minutes to take questions,

5  if anybody has any questions.  And they'll -- they'll

6  give me the look when it's time.  Does anybody -- I

7  was told that teachers always have questions, so let's

8  see if that's true or not.  Or you want to get to the

9  Jaguar games?  Yes?

10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 1:  You speak of

11  the rule of law.  What does that mean?

12                 JUDGE CORRIGAN:  Yeah.  So that's a

13  good question.  The rule of law just means that, as a

14  society and as a government, we are governed by law,

15  not by the personal preference of those who are

16  governing us or -- or some other outside influence

17  that -- that if the law -- the law happened to be duly

18  passed, and then they have to be duly followed.

19                 And I'll give you an example, if that's

20  -- just a -- so as a judge, I do a lot of criminal

21  sentencing.  So I sentence individuals, the hardest
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1  thing I do as a judge, by far.  Sometimes, congress

2  has passed laws that influence what sentence I give.

3  And some -- you may be familiar with the term "minimum

4  mandatories."

5                 So if congress passes a law that says,

6  "If this person commits this crime, no matter what,

7  they've got to serve ten years in prison," and I get

8  the case that's sympathetic -- I don't think the

9  person deserves ten years in prison -- I don't have a

10  choice to just say, "I don't think they deserve ten

11  years in prison because congress had made a law."  And

12  as a judge, I'm sworn to uphold that law.

13                 And there's all kinds of examples of

14  that in the law.  I would suggest to you that one

15  thing to know how well a judge is doing is how often

16  they rule against things that they personally don't

17  agree with.  And -- and it's hard.

18                 You want to do justice, and -- and

19  there's room for that in our system.  I mean, we -- I

20  sometimes take a lot of discretion on some things.  I

21  try to use that appropriately.  But if the law tells
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1  me I got to do something, I got to do it.  And that's

2  what rule of law means.  That's what rule of law is.

3  Yes?

4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 2:  Yes.  Can you

5  speak about -- we all have a duty -- independent of

6  the judiciary -- with that, there are checks and

7  balances that need to be laid out.  One of the ones

8  that I recently noticed, the -- like, a conviction

9  that -- or conviction review pleas, how important do

10  you think that those kind of checks and balances

11  within the system is for, you know, getting more trust

12  back to --

13                 JUDGE CORRIGAN:  Sure.  Well, I'm -- or

14  I come from Jacksonville, as I said.  And that's in

15  the Fourth Judicial Circuit.  And our state attorney,

16  Melissa Nelson, had been a -- a trailblazer in the

17  conviction integrity operations.  And I think -- I

18  think they're a great idea because the -- you know, it

19  is not -- they're not perfect, you know?

20                 We -- we don't get everything right.

21  We do -- we do everything we can, but we don't always
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1  get it right.  And -- but the judiciary can't just go

2  out necessarily and say, "I think -- you know, I think

3  something ought to happen."  You have to have a case.

4                 But for the executive branch, that is,

5  the prosecutors, to, on their own, create the unit

6  that's designed to try and make sure that the

7  convictions that they have do have integrity, I think

8  it could definitely be a good check on the system.

9                 And you know, I'll tell you, it's an

10  interesting thing.  Everybody talks about DNA and so

11  forth.  Sometimes conviction integrity units will help

12  you find somebody who is innocent.  Sometimes they'll

13  -- they'll show that person who is definitely guilty.

14  I mean, it doesn't always work that just because

15  you're looking at something, that it -- it turns out a

16  certain way.  And that's the integrity aspect of it.

17  Sure.

18                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 3:  Do you believe

19  in the concept of the spirit of the law versus the

20  letter of the law?  And if so, is the Supreme Court

21  the only one who could determine the spirit of the
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1  law?

2                 JUDGE CORRIGAN:  So there's -- there's

3  -- I was -- there are two things that you're trying to

4  do when you have a legal system.  One is you got to

5  follow the law.  The other is you're trying to do

6  justice.  And you hope those two things are going to

7  be the same.  You hope that in following the law, that

8  justice will be done.

9                 Sometimes you might realize that you

10  don't feel like it.  You may be -- have to give a

11  sentence you didn't want to give, something like that.

12  And you know, that's just -- that's just a byproduct

13  for existence.

14                 But I will say to you that our legal

15  system does have some -- joints, that -- meaning that

16  there are opportunities to do justice and to do the

17  right thing, even in -- and still follow the law at

18  the same time.  So I -- I view that as complementary

19  concepts that you hope for -- on whether you try and

20  make them marry up as much as you possibly can.  That

21  -- that's the way I look at that.
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1                 So I think the spirit of the law being

2  -- what you're talking about is justice, what's --

3  what's the right result here.  And the letter of the

4  law is what the law says.  You hope those two things

5  will work together, provided -- and you certainly --

6  that's what you're aiming for.

7                 And -- and I will also say that judges

8  oftentimes, and some in between other areas, have some

9  discretion, you know.  There's not one answer, you

10  know.  There's -- there's a range of answers.  So

11  obviously, the judge is looking for -- for justice is

12  all.  All right.  Is that it?   All right.  Well, then

13  thank you very much.  I really enjoyed --

14                 MR. SMITH:  We are -- we are lucky and

15  grateful to have judges such as Judge Corrigan, in a

16  position to represent us and take care of us.  So

17  thank you very much, Judge Corrigan.

18                 I'd also like to mention we're lucky

19  and grateful to have lawyers like Frank Bedell.  And

20  -- and we're lucky and grateful to have our

21  relationship with Frank.  Thank you very, much.  Frank
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1  has been here for years and years -- in this luncheon

2  on behalf of his grandfather.  Frank is a very

3  successful, very respected trial lawyer in his own

4  right, commercial litigator in Orlando, and mediates.

5                 And Frank has been the past president

6  of Orange County Bar Association.  He's been the past

7  president Young Lawyers Division of the Florida Bar.

8  He's been past chair of the Trial Lawyers Section for

9  the Bar and a member of the Board of Governors.  Thank

10  you very much, Frank.

11                 A couple of more quick announcements.

12  There is a cellphone at the coffee station, and off to

13  the right.  So somebody might have left it.  But

14  obviously, if -- there's a cellphone out there.  I

15  think James -- no.  James is right there.  Teachers'

16  Law Symposium is here and has been in -- in the last

17  couple of years has been organized and put on by James

18  -- and his committee, and I'd like to extend a big

19  thank you to James --

20                 And finally, I know that our mock trial

21  competitors are waiting for this moment.  I call --
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1  Whitney, why don't you come on out and make your

2  announcement?

3                 MS. UNTIEDT:  Hello.  I am so happy to

4  be here on behalf of the 2023 Chester Bedell Mock

5  Trial Competition, hosted in conjunction with the 2023

6  Teachers' Law Symposium.  Lawyers, can you just give

7  it up for a minute for our teachers who are here

8  today?  Without these folks in the room --

9                 So, teachers, thank you for joining us,

10  and we look forward to partying with you tonight and

11  hope to see you at the reception so we can say thank

12  you for the work they do and thank you for your

13  commitment to education and Florida's children, in a

14  little bit more personal way.

15                 Every year, the Chester Bedell Mock

16  Trial Competition brings together the top student

17  applicants from across the state of Florida, and this

18  here has been no exception.  Every single student in

19  every single courtroom in this competition has given

20  their all.  Nobody has left anything behind.  They're

21  all -- to these rounds.
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1                 And without a doubt, I speak for every

2  presiding judge, every juror, and every member of the

3  trial lawyers section, executive council.  When I say

4  it's been a job well done -- and I cannot wait to

5  welcome you officially to the profession.

6                 It is a competition though.  And kind

7  of like in the law, there are winners and there are

8  not winners.  Anyway, and for our law students,

9  regardless of the outcome of what I am about to

10  announce, I -- I want you to know personally -- and

11  again, I'm -- off of all those who have watched you

12  grow over the past two days, or your coaches and your

13  professors who have watched you grow over the past

14  months and years, you're fantastic.

15                 Don't let it get you down.  If your

16  number is not called, you've got what it takes to be

17  an excellent lawyer.  And really, truly, you've got

18  what it takes to be a member of what I esteem to be --

19  and not just because I'm a member of it -- the highest

20  profession in the land.

21                 So without further ado -- because I
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1  know a lot of students are really mad at me for

2  talking so much right now -- and in no particular

3  order, I'm going to be announcing the team

4  designations and the teams that will be advancing to

5  the quarter finals.  The coaches of the teams who are

6  advancing to the quarter finals, please meet me in the

7  coach's room, where we'll announce hearings and sides.

8                 So here we go.  Our first advancing

9  team is Team E.  Not very exciting for anybody who is

10  not a team member because you have no idea who I'm

11  talking about, but Team E.  Our second advancing team

12  is Team D.  We have Team A, Team H, Team G, Team J,

13  Team F, and last but not least, Team P.

14                 So thank you to all of our teams who

15  have competed, who have made it, yet again, better

16  than it was last year.  Thank you so much.  And a huge

17  congratulations to the people who just got run out of

18  the room.

19                 MR. SMITH:  Thank you -- thank you all

20  again.  For the teachers, we will be recommencing at

21  1:45, thanks to our first one -- great presentation on
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1  constitutional law issues.  And then I'll -- over to

2  the mock trial competition.  So please return as soon

3  as you can so we can stay on schedule.

4                 (Whereupon, the meeting concluded at

5                 1:42 p.m.)
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1             CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITION OFFICER

2            I, ANGELINA ROSANIA, the officer before whom

3  the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby

4  certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing

5  proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;

6  that the proceedings were recorded by me and

7  thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified

8  transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of

9  said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the

10  best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that I am

11  neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any

12  of the parties to the action in which this was taken;

13  and, further, that I am not a relative or employee of

14  any counsel or attorney employed by the parties

15  hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

16  outcome of this action.

17

18

19

20

21 <%22892,Signature%>

22 ANGELINA ROSANIA

23 Notary Public in and for the

24 State of Florida

25
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1                CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

2            I, DANIEL YEH-QUEVEDO, do hereby certify

3  that this transcript was prepared from the digital

4  audio recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said

5  transcript is a true and accurate record of the

6  proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and

7  ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,

8  nor employed by any of the parties to the action in

9  which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a

10  relative or employee of any counsel or attorney

11  employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

12  otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22  <%27184,Signature%>

23  DANIEL YEH-QUEVEDO

24

25
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