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 The 2020-2021 year has been a challenge in many respects.  Despite those 
challenges, the TLS has successfully conducted three of its annual meetings of 
the Executive Council both in person and virtually.  Additionally, adapting to the 
times, the Chester Bedell Memorial Mock Trial Competition was conducted 
virtually for the first time ever and was a great success, with 7 Florida law 
schools competing over a three day period.  Likewise, our other flagship 
program, the Teachers’ Law Symposium, was modified and presented to 
Florida’s middle and high school civics and social studies teachers in a 
videotaped format with our five most compelling speakers making presentations 
on our system of government and the importance of an independent judiciary. 
 
 Most of our CLE efforts have been virtual, although the Advanced Trial 
Advocacy program will be conducted in Orlando in May and will be a live, 
multi-day event.  Many of our Executive Council members, along with other 
active members of the section, have provided and continue to provide compelling 
and timely content for our CLE offerings.  We are also proud to have prepared 
and presented an important CLE presentation on Understanding Implicit Bias.  
The program and its two CLE credits can be accessed for free on both our 
website and the Florida Bar’s website. 
 
 For the first time ever, TLS began seeking sponsorships to help support and 
fund our various initiatives.  While it is a fledgling project, we have been very 
fortunate to have had a great response from both law firms and litigation support 
companies.  We especially want to thank our Signature Sponsor (Searcy Denney 
Scarola Barnhardt & Shipley, P.A.), along with our Gold, Silver, and Bronze 
sponsors.  A full list of our sponsors is available on our website and is contained 
in our quarterly newsletter, The Edge. 
 
 Lastly, we undertook to amend our bylaws this year in order to express the 
purposes of the TLS explicitly, rather than having those purposes expressed 
anecdotally.  The revisions were approved by the Board of Governors and can be 
found in Article I, Section 2, of the TLS Bylaws on our website at floridatls.org.   
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      ___________________ 
      J. Wiley Hicks 


