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The Trial Lawyers Section has had an extremely active and productive year 
thus far.  We have concluded our highly successful Trial Lawyers Summit which is 
comprised of three signature events.  It took place in Tampa from January 23-25.  
The Chester Bedell Memorial Mock Trial Competition included trial teams from law 
schools across the state. Local lawyers and our Executive Council members served 
as juries and bailiffs while judges and justices at the state, appellate and federal levels 
presided over the various rounds and the finals, held in the Ceremonial Courtroom. 
Simultaneously, we held our Teachers Law Symposium which hosted 156 middle 
school and high school civics and government teachers from twenty-two counties 
around the state.  They were treated to a star-studded two-day program covering such 
important topics as the role of lawyer in our society, the independence of the 
judiciary, the mechanics of civil and criminal law and groundbreaking decisions 
which have formed our case law, among many other important topics.  This section 
also hosted during this Summit the Chester Bedell Foundation Luncheon in which 
Achievement Awards were given to recognized heroes in the legislative and CRC 
process, followed by a compelling keynote speaker, attended by all the symposium 
teachers, participating law students and coaches, and the judges and jurors from the 
morning and afternoon rounds.   

The section recently sponsored its popular two-day Board Certification 
Review Course in Tampa on February 14th and 15th.  Professor Ehrhardt headlined 
some of the top trial lawyers in our state in this year’s well attended and well 
received program. 

The Trial Lawyers Section will conduct its other premier program, The 
Advanced Trial Advocacy Seminar, at The University of Florida from May 14th-
18th.  This program is always highly regarded and provides an invaluable experience 
to its participants and faculty who join us from around the state as well as Barristers 
from England.  Then, on May 24th, Hot Topics in Evidence will be held in Orlando.    

The much-anticipated 2019 Trial Lawyers Section Discovery Handbook is 
now complete and ready to be distributed to 1350 judges around the state who rely 
upon it often.  Finally, our legislative committee conference calls have just began 
and will be held weekly throughout the legislative session. In conjunction and 
coordination with The Bar, we will be prepared to address issues that affect access 
to courts, the funding and independence of the judiciary, among others. 


